League of Women Voters of Oregon

Study of the Oregon Judiciary

Questionnaire for Presiding Judges

Judicial selection/election:

1.  Did you become a judge by appointment or by election?

2.  What were your experiences as a candidate for election or re-election to judicial office?  Please include your experiences with fundraising, campaigning, and any other issues you think are appropriate.

3.  Do you have any suggestions for improvement of Oregon’s judicial selection system?

4.  Aside from statutory requirements, what qualifications and qualities make a good judge?

5.  Describe the diversity among the judges who serve in your district by pertinent professional experience, gender, ethnic origin, race, economic background, or fluency in a language other than English.


a. Does diversity, or lack of diversity, in your court affect those who use the court’s services?


b. How do you assure that every person who appears in the court under your supervision receives fair treatment?

6.  Do judges receive adequate training and continuing education for the work they do?  Would additional training and continuing education be helpful?  Please explain. 

Court funding:

7.  How has your court been affected by funding issues?  Please explain.  
8.  Do you have sufficient staff to serve the needs of the public and the judges?


a. Do any of your staff positions require specialized training? 


b. Are there sufficient resources to provide that training or to hire people who already have the needed skills?

9.  Are your court facilities adequate?  Please explain.

10. Are there security measures you would like to change in your courthouse?  Please explain.

11. Are judicial salaries in Oregon sufficient to attract qualified candidates?  Please explain.

Structure of the court system and types of courts:

12. Would you suggest any changes in the current structure of the Oregon state courts?

13. Does your district have specialty courts?  (e.g., drug court, family court, mental health court)  


a. How do specialty courts affect the operation of your court?


b. Would other specialty courts be helpful?  Please explain.

Management of cases:

14. Is the caseload in your judicial district manageable?   Please explain.

15. Please explain how your criminal and civil dockets are organized and how cases are assigned.

16. What issues do you face in the disposition of criminal cases?

17. Has funding of other agencies affected your court?  Please describe.

18. What percentage of parties is not represented by attorneys in your court?  How does your court handle cases where parties are not represented by attorneys? 


19. How is your court served by alternative dispute resolution (mediation and arbitration)? 


a. Has your court benefited from using ADR?  


b. Are there any drawbacks or obstacles to ADR?


c. Are there additional ways that ADR techniques could be incorporated in the judicial processes?

Future of the courts:
20. What are the most serious problems facing Oregon’s court system?

21. Is judicial independence a concern in your district?  Please explain.  If you have concerns, how do those concerns affect justice for the people of Oregon? 

22. Are there any changes you would recommend to improve Oregonians’ access to justice?

Other issues:

23. Are there issues affecting your court that may not be experienced by other circuit courts in Oregon?  Please explain.

24. What would you like the Legislature and the public to know about the courts?  

25. Are there any issues we have not raised that you feel are important to the work of the courts in your community?  Please explain. 

