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To: Statesman Journal Media 

letters@wsjournal.com 

The Elliott Belongs to All of Us 

Dec. 13, 2016 is the day that the State Land Board will decide the fate of the Elliott State Forest, Oregon’s 

first state forest.  The State Land Board, composed of Gov. Brown, Secretary of State Atkins and Treasurer 

Wheeler, will decide whether or not to sell the Elliott State Forest to a private timber company.  We 

believe this would be a mistake.  The League of Women Voters of Oregon (LWVOR) has repeatedly 

stressed the importance of preserving our public lands for future generations and keeping them in public 

hands.   

The Elliott State Forest is part of our Common School Fund trust lands.  This is due to an outdated 

arrangement that couples getting revenue from precious forestlands to school funding.  Our schools and 

protection of our forests are both important and one should not have to be chosen at the expense of the 

other.  Important ecosystems that provide public benefits like water filtrations, climate stabilization, and 

carbon sequestration should be de-coupled from the Common School Fund’s portfolio. 

The Elliott State Forest supports 25% of the wild coho salmon productivity in Oregon, important for our 

coastal fisheries.  A number of endangered species such as the marbled murrelet call the forest home.  In 

fact, the Elliott is one of the best remaining habitats for marbled murrelets.  The Elliott contains a large 

swath of old growth forest that has never been logged and it is the largest of Oregon’s public legacy rain 

forests. 

In part, because of the LWVOR’s recent water studies, we favor careful landscape management. We 

believe increased logging in the Elliott Forest could jeopardize water supplies.  The Elliott has many steep 

slopes that, if logged, would cause damage to the local streams.  Other conservation issues include the 

state of the endangered salmon and other fish and aquatic species using rivers and streams in the Elliott 

Forest.   

In addition, LWVOR puts a priority on recreational use of such areas.  Protecting and preserving natural, 

scenic, cultural, historic, and wildlife sites is an appropriate use of this state forest.  Preserving the Elliott 

State Forest and providing more recreational opportunities should be a part of this function.  Hunting, 

fishing, swimming, picnicking and hiking, now a part of public experiences in the Elliott, need to continue 

to be accessible to all. Just as the South Slough Estuarine Reserve is a tourist draw in the Coos Bay area, as 

well as a treasure for local citizens, the Elliot should be preserved for future generations.  Oregonians 

recently voted overwhelmingly to support and expand Outdoor School experiences for Oregon’s 

schoolchildren.  The Elliot would be a wonderful venue for that opportunity.  The incredible science 

experiences could not be matched anywhere else in Oregon. 

Consideration of the effects of climate change, a concern of Oregonians and a priority of LWVOR, was not 

addressed when the Land Board adopted a Protocol to consider sale of the forest. The legacy rain forests 

found on the Elliott are some of the most productive in the world at storing carbon.  This is important for 

mitigating climate change, something that severely impacts the future of Oregon’s children. 

mailto:lwvor@lwvor.org
http://www.lwvor.org/


League of Women Voters of Oregon  Page 2 

1330 12th St. SE, Suite 200 • Salem, OR 97302 • 503-581-5722 • lwvor@lwvor.org • www.lwvor.org 

We believe decoupling the minimal revenue provided to K-12 schools in Oregon from clearcutting in the 

Elliot is a critical decision to make.  Therefore, we support a solution that removes the Elliott from the 

portfolio of the Common School Fund by allowing the 2017 Legislature to adopt Trust Lands Transfer 

legislation and begin moving the value of the Elliott to a different state agency or other public ownership.  

Governor Brown recently mentioned possible bonding in the State budget that could be used for such a 

purpose.  Oregon’s legislators deserve the opportunity to consider this solution.   

We need to keep our public lands public.  We ask the State Land Board to reject the sole bid for the Elliott 

and pursue an option that protects the Elliott’s remaining native forests, wild salmon and imperiled 

wildlife, safeguards the Elliott for public recreational and educational opportunities, and promotes local 

timber jobs in Oregon by restoratively thinning the second-growth tree farms.  

 

  

Norman Turrill, President 

League of Women Voters of Oregon 
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