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January 18, 2021 

 

To: Land Conservation and Development Commission  

       Robin McArthur, Chair 

       Members of the Commission 

Email:  esther.johnson@state.or.us 

 

Re:  Agenda Item 7, Review of Regional Housing Needs Analysis (RHNA) Report to Legislature 

 

The League of Women Voters of Oregon has long been a supporter of our statewide land use 

planning program with local implementation. LWVOR has been engaged over the years as 

changes in implementation of the Goals have improved the program, most recently as HB 2001 

(2019) and the Housing Production Strategies (HPS) of HB 2003 (2019) rules were considered 

and adopted by you.   

 

Equally, we have strong positions and activism around housing for all, with an emphasis on the 

lowest income households and our most vulnerable residents. As members of the Housing 

Alliance of Oregon, the League advocates for funding and policy changes to address that housing 

need, particularly for Black, Indigenous, People of Color, seniors and those experiencing 

disabilities.   

 

The League participated in the development of HB 2003 related to the RHNA and in meetings at 

which the RHNA was developed. We agree with your staff that, due to the need to use US 

Census Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) data, many of the “regions” are not really housing 

markets. It was an issue LWVOR noted when HB 2003 was developed. But the overall data as 

seen on page one of the Oregon Housing and Community Services Dept. (OHCS) information 

sheet included in your packet for today’s meeting is extremely valuable. Although the total 

number of units needed around Oregon to house Oregonians is well below production, it is 

most clear that at least 50% of those units need to be affordable to households at or below 

50% AMI. The need for state and federal subsidy is great. The report also notes the need for 

infrastructure, skilled labor and affordable housing developers as well as the assistance of 

staffing in housing and land use, in particular for our smaller communities.   

 

We appreciate the work done on this pilot project and believe much has been learned by this 

effort. The data collected will be valuable for the next number of years. However, we also 

believe that you and other decision makers should take this pilot data and use it to address 

specific issues noted in the data. Instead of continuing this pilot in the near term, we ask that 

you encourage the legislature to fund the many needs listed in this report. It may well be 

that Metro can use this data to make informed decisions in their regional housing work. Other 

areas of the state can use this data to begin addressing the real housing needs in their 

communities at the same time the work continues to determine Oregon’s true housing market 

regions and find the data sources needed to inform that granular effort.    
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Thank you for your continuing work on Goal 10. Your housing staff has done incredible work 

and outreach, as has OHCS staff. The increase in awareness of the need for lower income 

housing will benefit everyone. We look forward to working with you as we address the very real 

needs noted in the RHNA, saving additional work on a new RHNA process for another year.   

 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Gladstone        Peggy Lynch                                   Debbie Aiona and Nancy Donovan 

LWVOR President             LWVOR Natural Resources           LWVOR Housing Portfolio  

       Coordinator 

  

 

CC:  Sean Edging, Housing Policy Analyst (sean.edging@state.or.us)  

         Ethan Stuckmayer, Senior Planner of Housing Programs (ethan.stuckmayer@state.or.us) 

         Kim Travis, OHCS Housing Integrator (kim.travis@oregon.gov)  

         Speaker Tina Kotek (Rep.TinaKotek@oregonlegislature.gov)  

Rep. Julie Fahey, House Housing Committee Chair 

(Rep.JulieFahey@oregonlegislature.gov)  

Sen. Kayse Jama, Senate Housing and Development Chair 

(Sen.KayseJama@oregonlegislature.gov)  

 

Reference Materials: 

Staff Report 

Attachment A: Enrolled House Bill 2003 

Attachment B: Draft DLCD Regional Housing Needs Analysis Legislative Report 

Attachment C: OHCS Regional Housing Needs Analysis Technical Report Executive Summary 

Attachment D: Regional Housing Needs Analysis Outreach Key Insights Summaries 
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