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October 20, 2020 

To:  Colin McConnaha 
        Manager, Office of GHG Programs 
        DEQ Cap and Reduce Program 
        CapandReduce@deq.state.or.us 
 
Re:  DEQ Cap and Reduce Town Halls and Program/Rulemaking – Comments 
 
Because the League Of Women Voters of Oregon believes that climate change is a serious threat facing our nation 
and planet, we support climate goals and policies that are consistent with the best available climate science and that 
will ensure a stable climate system for future generations.  
 
Starting with James Hansen’s testimony to Congress in 1988 and continuing through the goals set for 2020 by the 
2007 legislation, voluntary reductions have not been sufficient.  
 
The time is now to develop a Cap and Reduce program that will guarantee we meet the requirements in the 
Governor’s Executive Order while aiming to reduce emissions quickly and get to net-zero by 2050.  
 
Even though the Technical Workshops covered various pieces of the program separately, they must be considered all 
together in designing the program. Given the short time for rulemaking, an integrated program should be considered 
from the start by the Rulemaking Advisory Committee and the Environmental Quality Commission.  
 
Although not discussed at the Workshops, the penalty for non-compliance is a critical component. The Final Report to 
the Governor states that DEQ believes it and the EQC have the authority to impose penalties on any entity regulated 
under this program. If a regulated entity considers the penalty to be an acceptable cost of business-as-usual, it may 
not matter what the rest of the program consists of. The cost of non-compliance must exceed the cost of compliance.  
 
We support an initial cap below the baseline emissions and a rapidly decreasing value. We recognize that some 
flexibility should be provided for early modifications that will take some time to implement. However, the program 
must ensure that this flexibility not be used as an escape hatch for the regulated entity not making feasible 
reductions.  
 
Whenever possible, flexibility options should be associated with decreasing the negative effects of climate change, 
the health impacts of co-pollutants, and the costs of the program on communities which are the least able to make 
accommodations. 
 
The Rulemaking Advisory Committee should have an over representation of historically underrepresented 
communities. 
 
Thank you for addressing these urgent matters.  
 
 
Rebecca Gladstone     Claudia Keith and Kathy Moyd 
LWVOR President     LWVOR Climate Emergency Portfolio 
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