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November 18, 2016 
 
To: The Honorable Governor Kate Brown 
 
Email to: ivo.trummer@oregon.gov  
 
Subject: Public Input to the Cleaner Air Oregon Advisory Committee  
 
Dear Governor Brown, 
 
I want you to know what is going on with public input at this time for Cleaner Air Oregon meetings. 
 
Mr. Norman Turrill, President of League of Women voters of Oregon (LWVOR), and I have submitted a total 
of 13 pages of testimony to the Cleaner Air Oregon Regulatory Advisory Committee. We submitted six pages 
of testimony for the October 18, 2016 meeting and had sent seven pages of testimony to Cleaner Air Oregon 
for the November 17, 2016 meeting.  In October, I called DEQ to find out where to send the letter. Jill Inahara 
said they had not yet set up a mechanism to get letters to the 25-member committee, but that LWVOR could 
send the letter to her and she would take care of it. So we submitted electronic copies of both letters to Sue 
Langston and Jill Inahara of DEQ, Richard M. Whitman, Margaret Elephant, Lauri Aunan and Gabriela 
Goldfarb. 
 
On November 16 Jill Inahara phoned me to say that the committee cannot accept testimony, except at the 
public comment period during each meeting. Apparently, DEQ has made a determination that if the 
committee accepted email (and postal service mailed letters), the committee would be overwhelmed with 
documents.  
 
This policy is an imposition to the public who cannot attend the meetings. There is no guarantee that anyone 
on the committee reads all the materials. If, however, the material is included, it is in the record and has 
standing as a document of the proceedings. This kind of ruling flies in the face of Land Use Planning Goal 1, 
Public Participation. 
 
Ms. Inahara still advised me to come to the meeting and submit my testimony “for the record.” I hope that if 
I do so, it will be accepted. I am sure there will not be time for me to read the 13 pages, so I will have to 
summarize.  It is difficult for me to attend the meeting because I have to travel from Corvallis to do so. There 
is no other reason for me to travel to Portland. 
 
I have also heard that there is considerable pushback from industry regarding the regulatory overhaul of air 
quality regulations. If this is so, comments from both sides should be accepted and made public. DEQ has 
scheduled a time for public comment after the Regulatory Advisory Committee meetings are over. By that 
time, it may be too late for those not on the inside track to have their say for an air quality overhaul that 
protects the public. 
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Since I wrote the above, I learned that RAC members may submit testimony given to them, and one did 
submit the November testimony for us. This is good, but still leaves out those who want to comment but who 
do not know individual members. 
 
Can you please look into this apparent shut down of public testimony to the CAO Regulatory Advisory 
Committee? Thank you for your help now and in the past. 
 

 
 
Norman Turrill    Marilyn Koenitzer 
President                      Natural Resources, Air Quality Portfolio 
 

 
                                                                                        
CC: Richard Whitman, Interim Director of DEQ (Richard.M.Whitman@oregon.gov) 
Jason Miner, Governor's Natural Resources Policy Director (jason.miner@oregon.gov)   
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