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October 11, 2016 

To: The Honorable Governor Kate Brown 

The Honorable Secretary of State Jeanne Atkins 

The Honorable State Treasurer Ted Wheeler  

775 Summer St. NE, Suite 100 

Salem, OR  97301 

The League of Women Voters of Oregon (LWVOR) is a non-partisan political organization 

that encourages informed citizen participation in government.  We believe that natural 

resources such as forests, and the animals and plants living within them, should be managed 

as interrelated parts of life-supporting ecosystems.   

During the process of finding an owner for the Elliott State Forest, the League would like to 

stress the importance of a public ownership outcome.  Recent events in Oregon at the Malheur 

Wildlife Refuge have reminded Oregon of how precious their public lands are.  We need to 

keep our public lands public.  Therefore, the State Land Board should only consider any plan 

that would keep the Elliott in public hands rather than privatize this incredible asset, removing 

government protection of native forests, wild salmon, and imperiled animals. 

LWVOR acknowledges that this is a very difficult decision because of the outdated 

arrangement that couples a pristine forest ecosystem to school funding.  Our schools and 

protection of our forests are both important and one should not have to be chosen at the 

expense of the other.   

Consideration of climate change, a priority of LWVOR, has not been addressed in the search 

for an owner of the Elliott State Forest.  The legacy rain forests found on the Elliott are some 

of the most productive in the world at storing carbon.  This is important for mitigating climate 

change, something that severely impacts the future of Oregon’s children.  (The League also 

supports the lawsuits of Our Children’s Trust, recognizing the obligation of government to 

protect the planet for future generations.)   

As mentioned in our May 16, 2016 letter to the Oregon Department of State Lands, if the 

State Land Board should decide to wait on a public option, the current market value of the 

forest may increase over the next several years as a carbon sink, providing mitigation credits 

and/or carbon credits.  Therefore, holding the forest in public hands until an appropriate 

public buyer is found, who will value the non-market values and actively conserve the old-

growth forest, would effectively act to “obtain the greatest benefit for the people of Oregon” 

(as charged by the Oregon Constitution).  We note that fisheries experts have determined that 

streams originating in the Elliott support nearly 25% of the wild coho salmon productivity in 

Oregon.  It is the source of drinking water for many coastal Oregonians. 
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In conclusion, please choose an option or a public buyer that protects the Elliott’s remaining 

native forests, wild salmon and imperiled wildlife, safeguards the Elliott for public 

recreational and educational opportunities, and promotes local timber jobs in Oregon by 

restoratively thinning the second-growth tree farms.  

Sincerely,  

      

Norman Turrill    Jennifer A. Haynes, Ph.D,  

LWVOR President                                         LWVOR Natural Resources, Forestry Portfolio    
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