
 

 
 

                     LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® 

             O F   O R E G O N 

 
February 13, 2016 
 
To: Joint Ways and Means Committee Co- Chairs 
 Senator Richard Devlin 
 Representative Peter Buckley 

Re: SB 1574 A - Healthy Climate Bill – SUPPORT FUNDING TO IMPLEMENT 

The League of Women Voters is a grassroots nonpartisan, political organization that encourages 

informed and active participation in government. Upon reviewing the carbon emission 

reduction targets for 2020 enacted by the Oregon state legislature in 2007 -“10% below 1990 

levels”, the League of Women Voters of Oregon supports SB 1574 as a fair and effective means 

for Oregon to these goals. In 2015 we experienced the results of climate change: record high 

temperatures, drought, increased ocean acidification, and serious wildfires. Acting now will 

help avoid the risks and catastrophic costs of climate change.   

SB 1574 is the cornerstone of a comprehensive climate policy framework based on a 
greenhouse gas cap and invest program with benefits that: create local good-paying jobs in our 
growing clean energy sector; significantly reduces emissions consistent with the best science; 
less air pollution leads to healthier communities with reduce asthma rates; use the free market 
through a greenhouse gas cap and invest program; ensure fairness by assisting and investing in 
disadvantaged and rural communities; reduce Oregon’s risk of drought and record breaking 
wildfires; safeguard our agriculture, tourism, salmon and shellfish industries; and allow Oregon 
the flexibility to link to successful similar market based programs. 

A group of Oregon children, part of Our Children’s Trust, has a climate change law suit in 
Oregon’s US District Court addressing the public trust doctrine. The doctrine says all public 
natural resources, like the atmosphere and water, are held in trust by the nation as the 
fiduciary steward for the benefit of the current and future generations. According to Senator 
Chris Edwards, “SB 1574 is a mechanism to accomplish what the law suit says we ought to .  .  . 
It’s one more shoulder to the wheel.”  

The League appreciates the clarification of the administration and composition of the Climate 
Investments in Disadvantaged Communities Advisory Committee. Additionally, the League is 
aware the Bill addresses an environmental justice process and the role of the Justice Task Force 
is a mechanism for accountability. 



The League of Women Voters of Oregon strongly recommends the funding and passage of SB 
1574A, we owe it to our children.  

Sincerely,  

 

Norman Turrill           Cathy Frischmann                                       Claudia Keith 
President,           Climate Change Portfolio 
League of Women Voters of Oregon  
 
cc: Representative Kathleen Taylor, Ways and Means Natural Resources Committee Co-Chair 
 Speaker of the Oregon House of Representatives Tina Kotek  
 President of the Oregon Senate Peter Courtney 
 Governor Kate Brown 
 


