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February 12, 2021 
 
To: Senate Committee on Campaign Finance 
 Senator Jeff Golden, Chair 
 
Re: Citizens’ Initiative Review – Support 
 
The League has supported and closely monitored the CIR process since 2011, when the Citizens’ 
Initiative Review Commission was first established. Over the years it has won numerous democracy 
awards, and its reach has gone far beyond our state.  But we’re very proud of the fact that its home base is 
Oregon, and it has been coined the “Oregon Model.”  We believe it delivers exactly what we need more 
of today in today’s world:  a deep level of citizen involvement; an emphasis on facts, not spin; a fair and 
rigorous process based on years of research, a more informed electorate, and best of all, a renewed faith in 
democracy for those who participate.  What could be better than that? 
 
In my testimony today I’d like to specifically address what the CIR can bring to the world of campaign 
finance reform, since that is the charge of this committee. As you know, there are many ways that big 
money can control the political agenda, and it’s not always through contributions to candidates. The 
initiative system has also seen massive amounts of money pouring into ballot measure campaigns with the 
purpose of swaying voters to vote yes or no.  During election season voters are bombarded with ads and 
mailers that use sound bites, scare tactics, and often misleading information. The system is geared to 
elevate the voice of whoever has the most money. And when the issue is a controversial one, the dueling 
pro and con campaigns try to outdo each other to sway public opinion.   
 
It’s the League’s opinion, and we hope it’s yours, too, that the CIR is incredibly valuable, because it is 
one of the few ways to counter the power of money and elevate the voice of the people.  Everyday 
citizens are given the gift of setting aside four days to gather facts, ask questions, and engage in intense 
discussion about the true costs to taxpayers, about unintended consequences, and about who really 
benefits if the measure passes. Knowledge is a powerful thing. CIR panelists feel truly empowered to 
make voting decisions based on fact and reason, and they are equally thrilled to share their knowledge 
with voters across the state through the Citizens’ Statement in the Voters’ Pamphlet.  
 
The League strongly endorses the CIR process, and we hope that the Legislature does the right thing this 
session by providing a stable funding mechanism and allowing it to continue in Oregon. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to discuss this legislation. 
 
 
 
Norman Turrill      Marge Easley 
LWVOR President     LWVOR Action Committee 
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