
Governance 6-1-2021 
 
Redistricting (Norman Turrill) 
 
SB 259 A modifies statutory deadlines for reapportionment (redistricting) of congressional districts and 
judicial review. This proposed statute would not be used unless the Legislature fails to adopt a 
congressional redistricting plan by Sept. 27. After passing the Senate May 13, 29-0, it will have a hearing 
in House Rules June 1. See LWVOR testimony here. 
 
The House and Senate Redistricting committees have scheduled four concurrent informational hearings 
June 2 through 15 (after shifting one hearing) for representatives of the Portland State University 
Population Research Center to present overviews of all Oregon counties. 
 
The LWVOR, the People Not Politicians (PNP) coalition and other organizations continue to call for a 
public hearing on HJR 7, a constitutional amendment referral to establish an independent redistricting 
commission. Although neither the LWVOR nor PNP asked for HJR 7 to be filed in the Legislature, we 
think that it could be the basis for negotiations within the Legislature. Please write House Rules 
Committee members and your legislators now. 
 
The redistricting committees previously announced that the ESRI software is now available for public use 
together with documentation and nine training videos. However, only 2010 census data is available 
within ESRI for practice. 
 
Campaign Finance Reform (Norman Turrill) 
 
There has been a dramatic development for CFR in the last few days. The work session for HB 2680 
(Rayfield) was cancelled and rescheduled to June 1. After rampant speculation about what that meant, 
Rep. Rayfield posted a -12 amendment. Apparently, the massive messaging campaign to get people to 
write to House Rules to oppose HB 2680-1 had its effect! The dramatic part is that the new proposed 
amendment completely deletes all the contribution limits, together with all the objectionable huge 
money flows, and substitutes a small donor matching program! It now appears that the League and 
other good government organizations can support HB 2680-12. However, we also would favor the 
contribution limits in HB 3343 (Salinas, Clem) or SB 336 (Golden) for “real campaign finance reform.” 
  
Election Topics (Becky Gladstone) 
 
Intro; R’s pulled two unrelated bills from committee to direct floor runs, an unusual move we will be 
watching in the context of session progress overall. Several bills on our list are progressing as expected, 
below reporting status, more news next week. 
 
Last week in a rarely used protocol, House R’s pulled HB 2638, to limit business COVID liabilities, and 
Senate R’s pulled SB 348, to increase property tax exemptions for disabled veterans, attempts to “force 
a vote”, per party press releases. The two bills were pulled from committees, to direct-run floor votes, 
which may reflect more on this session’s unusual progress with COVID changing walkout dynamics than 
on the specific likelihood of passage for each of those bills. 
  
Electoral Systems (Barbara Klein) 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB259
https://54a31078-846f-4939-ae62-72a8a6a1daee.usrfiles.com/ugd/54a310_540e677cbbb24e178844e2d85f88d011.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HJR7
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HRULES/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HRULES/Overview
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/FindYourLegislator/leg-districts.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/redistricting
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2680
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3343
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB336


 
An informational update to our previous LWVOR Electoral Methods study is in the process of 
organization. 
 
While technically still possible of see action, none of the electoral systems bills we are following have 
nudged in any way during the past few weeks. They include: SB 343 (Golden); SB 791 (Dembrow, 
Golden, Rayfield); HB 2678 (Rayfield); HB 2685 (Rayfield); HB 2686 (Rayfield) – all Ranked Choice Voting 
bills. STAR voting bills include: HB 3250 (Hudson) and HB 3241 (Hudson). 
  
Other Election Issues (Chris Cobey) 
 
SB 60, SB 61, SB 62, SB 63: Quartet of Oregon Government Ethics Commission bills expanding the 
OGEC’s time to act, scope of OGEC subject-matter responsibilities, restricting sources of payments for 
OGEC penalties, and extending length of commissioners’ term limits: May 28, on House floor, carried 
over to June 1, 2021 third reading calendar by virtue of adjournment. 
SB 259 A: Modifies statutory deadlines for reapportionment of congressional districts and judicial 
review. House Rules; public hearing, June 1, 1:00 p.m. 
  
Other Election Issues (Tom Messenger) 
 
HB 3291 A would allow ballots postmarked by election day to be counted up to seven days after an 
election. After passing the House, it is up for a work session in Senate Rules and appears to have a good 
chance of passing the Senate into law. 
HB 2323 A would prohibit knowingly communicating a materially false statement about an election. 
After handily passing the House, Senate Rules sent it to the Senate floor with a Do-Pass 
recommendation. It appears on the way to becoming law. 
 

Super Tuesday Voting Bill (Tom Messenger)  
 
SB785 - moving the Presidential Primary to Super Tuesday - this bill is not going anywhere this session 
due to a lack of a champion and broad support and the need to improve the language to be simpler and 
easier to implement. We will come back in the 2022 session with a new bill. The new bill will require a 
substantial amount of support from LWVOR. 
 
I am asking for a volunteer to join me on working on this bill.  This would occur soon probably starting 
just after the 2021 regular session is over and continuing until the bill passes in 2022.  
If we do not get this bill passed in 2022, we will not achieve the fundamental goal of making the Oregon 
Presidential Primary RELEVANT (giving Oregonians a REAL say) in the 2024 President Primary process. If 
you would be interested in working with Kyle Purdy and me on this bill, please contact me or Norman 
Turrill. 
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