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May 16, 2016 

 
To: Oregon Department of State Lands 
  775 Summer St. NE Suite 100  
 Salem, OR 97301-1279 
 elliottproject@state.or.us 

Re:  Elliott Forest Alternatives Project Term Sheet 

The League of Women Voters of Oregon (LWVOR) is a nonpartisan political organization that 

encourages informed citizen participation in government.  We attended the April 5 meeting led by 

the Department of State Lands regarding the Elliott State Forest.  At that meeting, a term sheet was 

presented for a Proposed Acquisition Plan for the Elliott Property (hereinafter referred to as “Term 

Sheet”).    

Specifically, we are concerned that the definition of “older forest stands” in the Term Sheet 

(Section V) is left to the Applicant to decide.  The most important parts of the forest are the native 

old growth – trees of 80 to 100 years or more - as well as the older stands surrounding them.  In 

addition to the intrinsic value an untouched area of old growth trees has, it is also a critical part of 

the forest and provides the highest carbon sink as well as an ecosystem for endangered species 

such as the marbled murrelet, the spotted owl, and the red tree vole.  It is important to provide a 

definition of “older forest stands” for the Term Sheet to better define the areas to be protected. 

  

We also attended the Elliott tour on May 11, 2016, to observe and listen to others about the various 

important factors around this iconic place.  As mentioned in our testimony letter of Dec. 9 and the 

oral testimony based on that letter, we believe public or public-private ownership would better 

protect the native and old growth forests within the Elliott (as well as the endangered species).  

This is important, because, as discussed in the Corvallis Gazette Times (April 22, 2016), old-

growth forests in the Pacific Northwest do a much better job of mitigating the effects of climate 

change than less complex forests.  This is based on a new study by Oregon State University and 

U.S. Forest Service.  We hope that you keep that in mind when analyzing the applicants. 

 

We are also concerned that, using only percentages related to lands set aside rather than clearly 

stating that each set aside is exclusive, the same lands could be counted for multiple purposes, 

leaving fewer lands set aside for public use or protection.  This formula could also jeopardize the 

saving of the true old growth forests.   

 

The League would also like to remind the State Land Board that, during the process of evaluating 

the current market value of the forest and finding an interested public owner, the value of the forest 

may increase substantially over the next several years as a carbon sink, mitigation credits, and/or 

carbon credits.  Thus, holding the forest in public hands until an appropriate public buyer is found, 

who will value the non-market values and actively conserve the old-growth forest, would 

effectively act to “obtain the greatest benefit for the people of Oregon” (as charged by the Oregon 
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Constitution).  Thus, retaining the land for long-term economic gain, assuming it will increase in 

value, is consistent with that goal.   

 

Sincerely,  

 
Norman Turrill                                                Jennifer A. Haynes, Ph.D.,  

LWVOR President                                         LWVOR Natural Resources, Forestry Portfolio 

 

Cc: Richard Whitman, Governor’s Natural Resources Advisor 

 Rachele Altman, Secretary of State's Legislative Director 

 Drew Johnston, Treasurer's Legislative Director          
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