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Budgets (Peggy Lynch)  
 
The Ways & Means Natural Resource Subcommittee heard the 
Department of Geology and Mineral Industries (DOGAMI) budget (HB 
5010) this week. After the various constituencies who use their science 
heard of the potential loss of scientists, for the first time in many years, 
the amount of both oral and written testimony overwhelmed the 
committee. They announced that the two divisions of the  agency would 
not be moved to other agencies. However, it is unclear as to the status of 
many of the scientists who were slated to be terminated. LWVOR 
provided written and oral testimony and were acknowledged for 
providing critical information about the agency’s work. 
On Monday the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD) 
budget will be presented (HB 5025). With the reduction in lottery funds 
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due to Covid and closing of places where lottery machines can be 
accessed, OPRD is having trouble meeting all its obligations. Other 
changes in shared fees and other issues such as the addition of the Office 
of Outdoor Recreation have made their budget a challenge. The 
Governor’s budget does provide $500,000 for this office. 
 
The agency also has a separate bill, HB 2125, that would allow them to 
sell $100 million in lottery bonds using their expected lottery revenue as 
backing. That bill also requires the agency to do a study “..in consultation 
with the Oregon Tourism Commission and other relevant state agencies, 
“…  and ”.. include recommendations for funding and operational 
efficiencies that can be gained through innovation and increased 
collaboration among outdoor recreation and tourism providers.”  The 
League notes that the bonds would require payment of debt service in 
the future. While we applaud the concept of the study to link state 
recreation obligations, we want to be sure that our precious parks 
remain a focus of the constitutional lottery dollars endorsed by Oregon 
voters. 
The Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) and Dept. of Land Conservation 
and Development (DLCD) budgets will be heard starting Feb. 15. We 
have learned that the big Dept. of Environmental Quality (DEQ) budget 
will be heard in mid-April and the Dept. of Forestry (ODF) may not be 
heard until May. 
 
The Oregon Health Authority will hear testimony of some divisions of 
their huge budget on Feb. 9. One package (POP 471) asks for $30 million 
for their environmental public health work. The League supports 
investment in this division. 
 
SB 286 will be heard on Feb. 9. The bill would create a new 
Environmental Justice Council housed in DEQ with staffing and support. 
The League supports the concept but will have concerns that need 
addressed. This bill, if passed, will be part of the DEQ budget. 
  

Air Quality (Susan Mates)  
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Air quality issues are tightly interconnected with environmental justice 
issues, especially now that we see how both factors affect groups more 
likely to contract COVID-19. This webinar (Passcode Ltk9h.5g) is an 
excellent overview of the correlation of air quality and environmental 
justice in the Portland metro area. The webinar also outlines how the 
Cleaner Air Oregon (CAO) permitting process works - and doesn’t work - 
in the current case of an egregious polluter, NW Metals. 
Community involvement is a critical piece of making the CAO program 
effective by sharing information about the risks of neighborhood 
industrial polluters with community members, especially those 
underserved populations. The DEQ hopes to accomplish that with the 
new Community Engagement Toolkit it is now rolling out. To learn more, 
visit this webinar on February 8. Comments on the toolkit are due 
Friday, February 12. 
 
It was impossible to ignore Oregon’s polluted air during last season’s fire 
season. Clearly, there is no future without fire - and smoke - in our state, 
whether that is from wildfires or for the prescribed burns that may help 
to prevent them. Two upcoming bills address prescribed burns in this 
session: HB 2571 is a study to understand legal and insurance barriers to 
conducting more prescribed fire in Oregon, and reviews policies and best 
practices from other states. This information will be used to inform 
future prescribed fire policies and incentives. HB 2572 launches the State 
Certified Burn Manager program that is already in statute and ensures 
that neighboring property owners can work together to plan and execute 
prescribed burns. 
 
The DEQ and OHA continue to collaborate on a rulemaking process to 
align the CAO program with the 2003 Oregon Air Toxics program. This 
would eliminate a risk that two different health toxicity values could be 
created for the same chemical. The rulemaking process will also 
address unintended gaps and unclear requirements that have become 
more evident as the program rolls out. Their latest revisions to the rules 
can be found here. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/e4I7zTrYL3ffYUz0ubrdEEjvuBK8IGWf8Zo9Hv5S8rfyhYPhSo8_UiRe650wjduE.BnM0xpvfoToN6H6e
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/aq/cao/Pages/nwmetals.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/aq/cao/Pages/Community-Engagement-Toolkit.aspx
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/deq-community-engagement-have-your-voice-heard-tickets-139700089729
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2571
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2572
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/Regulations/rulemaking/Pages/rcaoAT2021.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/Regulations/rulemaking/RuleDocuments/caoATalignmentJFS.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/Regulations/rulemaking/RuleDocuments/caoat2021ac2s1Rules.pdf
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Arlington Radioactive Waste (Shirley Weathers) 
 

The Senate Energy and Environment Committee held a public hearing on 
SB 246 to address statutory updates needed to better address and 
prevent illegal radioactive waste dumping on 2/4/2021. LWVOR 
submitted written testimony in support. The committee received 
excellent information and appeared to fully grasp the critical importance 
of the bill and other measures designed to protect the state from 
becoming a future dumping site for this type of waste. 
 
With regard to proposed rule changes to OAR 435.029, Notice of 
Violation, Civil Penalties, Revocation or Suspension, action with the same 
overall goal as SB 246, the public comment period ends at 5 p.m. on 
February 10, 2021. The LWVOR will submit comments in support of the 
draft rules. 
  

Department of Environmental Quality 
 

The League received a briefing from DEQ staff on their budget. LWVOR 
follows all the divisions of DEQ:  Air, Land and Water as you can read in 
this report. A briefing paper was provided. 
 

Forestry (Josie Koehne)  
 
Three new nominees to the Board were posted on February 2, two of 
whom were nominated last fall, but were never confirmed. They are 
Karla Chambers, a co-owner of Stahlbush Island Farms, and also a board 
member at Hampton Lumber, and Chandra Ferrari, an environmental 
lawyer, most recently with Trout Unlimited and a member of Governor 
Brown’s Wildfire Preparedness Council. The new nominee is Benjamin 
Deumling, a small private forestland owner and president of Zena Forest 
Products in Salem with 1,300 acres of hardwood forest that owns a mill 
that produces sustainable hardwood flooring and lumber. The 7-member 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/554
https://fab67f44-53c0-4d55-8f3f-38f29e9a1504.filesusr.com/ugd/cf41d8_baa7650e83b848ca8aa6f242eedbbe79.pdf
https://cf41d81d-4134-43a5-b3ba-312de9b683fb.usrfiles.com/ugd/cf41d8_5c08d2767ca74bea8af3f379d65ac2b5.pdf
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Board must include no more than three members who receive any 
significant portion of their income from the forest products industry. At 
least one member must reside in each of the state's three major forest 
regions northern, southern, and eastern. The term of office is four years 
and no member may serve more than two consecutive full terms. The 
League supports a balance among a variety of Oregonians’ interests and 
that the environmental/conservation interests should be represented. As 
a recent news article points out, achieving a balance is often a very 
difficult and contentious problem especially as the Board needs to advise 
the Department of Forestry concerning forest practices, wildfire 
management and climate issues that can affect timber production and 
profitability. A fourth candidate yet to be named could tip the balance, 
which currently is considered to be three and three on each side of these 
issues. Nonetheless, if these three board members are approved as 
expected in mid-February when the Senate will vote, at least there will 
be a quorum and functioning board. The Board’s next meeting is March 3 
where they will meet with the Environmental Quality Commission in the 
morning (to talk about their joint responsibilities related to smoke 
management, water quality and agency authority) before continuing 
their meeting in the afternoon. 
 
So far, none of the forestry bills mentioned in our previous legislative 
reports have had hearings, as there are a number of bills related to 
wildfire and emergency recovery under discussion this week and next at 
least, that are of higher priority. 
 

Land Use/Housing (Peggy Lynch) 
 
The League provided testimony in opposition to HB 2655, a bill that 
would prohibit counties from allowing more than one-acre rural 
residential lands and in opposition to HB 2788, a bill that would have 
amended a 2017 bill (HB 3012) to consider homes built in 1974 and 
before as “historic”. The League worked on the original bill that was an 
attempt to save truly historic homes (1945 and before). 
 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/1393
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/1405
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There are a number of bills around allowing accessory dwelling units in 
rural residential zones. The League had participated in a Work Group 
over a year ago and reached a “neutral” position on that bill. We will 
need time to review the new bills to be sure all the protections we 
worked for exist in one or more of these bills, along with wildfire risk 
mapping and addressing short term rentals. If the reason for all these 
increased density housing bills in rural residential zones, we need to be 
sure that farm-to-market roads can handle the traffic and that the 
additional units truly help those living in those areas. 
 

See the Housing Report in other sections of this Legislative Report. 
 

Pesticides  
 
A new interagency report shows a drop in pesticide levels in a majority 
of watersheds across Oregon monitored by a coalition of state agencies. 
The finding is contained in the 2017-19 Biennium Report, which looks at 
pesticide levels in selected streams in various parts of Oregon. View 
the full 2017-19 Biennium Report here. Here is a shorter Pesticide 
Stewardship Partnership Fact Sheet. 
 

Recreation 
 
Bicycling contributed $1.9 Billion to Oregon's economy in 2019. 
 

Recycling (Camille Freitag)  
 
Reforming the recycling system is the subject of several bills. 
 
HB 2065 Overhauls Oregon’s recycling laws by making it clear what is 
and is not accepted in bins, expanding access to recycling, improving 
sorting facilities, reducing environmental and social harm and requiring 
producers and manufacturers to assume responsibility for waste. 
Companies would be incentivized to reduce waste through a fee system. 

https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/Documents/PSPBienniumReport.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/Documents/PSPBienniumReport.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/Documents/PSPOverviewFS.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/Documents/PSPOverviewFS.pdf
https://default.salsalabs.org/T48504be7-7fea-4c34-80f3-edff31f3e5fb/998f2270-1f04-40c5-b13e-4a1a4ddf749e
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/recycling/Pages/Modernizing-Oregons-Recycling-System.aspx
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It is the product of two years of study by the Recycling Steering 
Committee convened by the DEQ. A hearing is scheduled for February 9. 
HB 2592  is similar to HB 2065, but requires producers to pay more for 
the State’s recycling system as an incentive to reduce waste. It also sets 
requirements for recycling and reusing plastic and specifies the amount 
of recycled material to be used in future packaging. 
HB 2383 and SB 581 prohibit the sale of products that make deceptive or 
misleading claims about recyclability. 
 

South Slough  
 
The League supports the South Slough National Estuarine Research 
Reserve, an incredible special place for research, for educational 
opportunities and for recreation and the first such reserve in the United 
States. SB 126 will statutorily increase the boundary of the Slough after 
lands have been added. The League provided testimony in support as has 
the Friends of South Slough, where members of the Coos County League 
has active members. 
 

Toxics (Amelia Nestler) 
 
No hearings scheduled officially, but word is that HB 2495 will have a 
hearing on February 15. At least one amendment has been proposed 
with the intent to delay reporting requirements for brand name and 
model; the intent is to allow sufficient time for a shared multi-state 
database to be updated to allow this reporting. 
 

Water (Peggy Lynch) 
  
The Harmful Algal Blooms Workgroup in the House Water Committee 
presented their work and are suggesting bills to address this important 
issue. (See HB 3102) 
 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/SEE/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2592/Introduced
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2383
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB581/Introduced
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The League signed on to a coalition letter in support of monies for the 
On-Site Septic System Loan Program (HB 3090) for low-income 
homeowners and small businesses to protect our water. 
In October, the Legislature allocated money for water testing for those 
who rely on wells for drinking water. If demand exceeds supply, people 
with low income and communities of color will be prioritized, according 
to the Oregon Health Authority. Well users can find steps needed to 
access the funds at healthoregon.org/wells. OHA is providing testing 
vouchers to well owners through May 15. The tests will look for presence 
of bacteria, nitrates, arsenic, lead and chemicals that are hazardous 
byproducts of fire. 
 
The Department of State Lands is seeking comment on an update to 
Oregon’s essential salmonid habitat map, as well as a proposed process 
for more regular map updates. The map identifies streams where fish 
like Chinook salmon and steelhead trout lay eggs and where young fish 
grow. To help protect this habitat, a removal-fill permit is usually 
required for placing riprap, installing culverts, and other activities that 
remove or add any materials in those streams. 
 
Public meetings will be held via Zoom Feb. 16 and 17. Comment may also 
be submitted by online form, emailed to rules@dsl.state.or.us, or mailed 
to DSL at 775 Summer Street NE, Suite 100, Salem, OR 97301.The 
comment deadline is Thursday, March 4 at 5 p.m. Map edits may be 
proposed using the Review Request Form. Proposed edits should correct 
map inaccuracies – for example, if the mapping does not reflect current 
on-the-ground conditions, or if there is a new barrier that prevents fish 
from reaching an area. 
 
The new Secretary of State’s Audit Plan includes an inspection of rural 
water supplies and the environmental and contamination risks faced 
now and in the future. 
 

Wildfires  

https://mazama.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2abe08c8d9e15a237baa05995&id=7c674f6a0f&e=23b15cf16b
https://oregon.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3aede381082a1d987046c7b41&id=a7cfec9781&e=13b5d9dbf9
https://oregon.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3aede381082a1d987046c7b41&id=66300a894c&e=13b5d9dbf9
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Both the House and Senate Committees on Wildfire Recovery will hold 
public hearings on Feb. 15 and 17 to hear from survivors of our horrible 
September fires. Matt Garrett, the Governor’s Wildfire 
provided slides from the Governor’s Wildfire Economic Recovery Report. 
The Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Wildfire heard 
presentations on smoke management on Feb. 3. 
 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/229464

