
Voter Service Report March 2021 

Peggy Bengry is working actively with local Leagues and county elections officials to populate VOTE411 

for the May 18, 2021, Special Elections. 

Key Date 

March 18  Deadline for candidate filings 

March 22 Deadline for filing ballot measure arguments 

April 11 Target date to activate VOTE411 

April 28 Counties start mailing ballots 

May 18  Special Elections 

The Special Elections include school boards, fire districts, water districts, etc.  Peggy and the local 

Leagues compiled a list of default questions that could be used in the absence of specific local questions.  

(See list below.)  She has asked whether we can pay to have these questions translated into Spanish. 

A related question on Spanish translations came from Camille Freitag in Corvallis.  That League is 

discussing whether they can have a candidate forum translated into Spanish and want some advice.  

School Districts 

1. Even before COVID and the transition to online learning, school districts struggled with 

disparities in academic achievement. Educators fear even greater gaps upon their return to 

classrooms.  What strategies will you consider to address these increased disparities? 

2. COVID has shown us the importance of family support in facilitating students’ education. How 

will you build on this understanding to increase the role of parents in decision making and 

promote parental involvement in schools? 

3. What is the impact of the pandemic on school budgets and spending priorities? How do you 

propose meeting these new challenges? 

Community Colleges 

1. How will you work with faculty unions and college administration to assure stable funding and 

continued educational excellence in times of fluctuating enrollment?  

2. What initiatives would you take or support to improve graduation and transfer rates for low-

income students and students of color?   

3. A 2019 Hope Center Survey of approximately 8,100 Oregon community college students 

indicated a significant number of students experienced basic needs insecurity (41% were food 

insecure, 52% housing insecure, 20% homeless).  What steps can community colleges take to 

help these students achieve their educational goals in the face of such challenges? 

https://hope4college.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2019_OregonCC_Report_v2.pdf


 

Education Service Districts 

1. The District provides a wide range of important services to school districts and students.  

Describe one or two functions of the Education Service District that offer you an opportunity to 

address challenges faced by students because of the pandemic.  

2. Voters are often less familiar with the functions of the Education Service Districts than they are 

with their local school districts. What specifically motivated you to serve on the MESD Board? 

3. Outline your plan to use District funding as efficiently as possible to provide necessary services 

to as many students as possible. 

Fire Districts 

1. How would you improve communication with the communities you serve, involving them in 

decision making, keeping them informed of district activities, and increasing fire awareness? 

2. What experiences or skills do you have that will contribute to your service as a board member? 

3. [For volunteer fire departments only] How would you propose to improve recruitment and 

training for volunteer firefighters? What are priorities on a limited budget for equipment, vehicles 

and training? 

4. [For non-volunteer fire departments only] What innovative approaches to expand community 

fire safety programs would you support?  

Water Districts 

1. How would you improve communication about water conservation and the work being done by 

the District within with the communities you serve? 

2. What are your ideas for how best to provide an adequate and uninterrupted supply of safe and 

clean water to residents of the district at a reasonable cost? 

3. What experience do you have in budgeting for an organization of this size? What other 

experiences or skills do you have that will contribute to your service as a board member?  

Library Districts 

1. Libraries are being asked to act as internet hubs or to provide internet connections in regions 

where students do not have access to high-speed internet, especially since schools have gone, in 

varying degrees, to remote learning.  What kinds of services should libraries provide to their 

communities?  What new services do you see libraries providing to their communities in the 

future? 

2. How do you plan to involve residents of the district in decision making; how will you keep them 

informed of district activities? 



3. What aspect of working for the district is most important to you? 

Other Special Districts 

1. Outline your plan to use funding as efficiently as possible to provide necessary services to as 

many people as possible. 

2. How do you plan to involve residents of the district in decision making? How will you keep them 

informed of district activities? 

3. What aspect of working for the District is most important to you? 

 

 


