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By Chris Vogel and Anne Nesse, Education Policy Portfolio 
  

Volunteer? 
 
Anne Nesse has joined our Education Portfolio Team within LWVOR 
Legislative Action. We are seeking 3-4 more volunteers since Chris is 
leaving for international travel after the 2021 session. Early Learning, 
Child Care, K-12, Higher Education, Career Technical Education, and 
Youth Development are within this portfolio’s responsibility. 
 
Contact Chris Vogel,  or Anne Nesse  
 

Librarians, missing but needed. 
 
We think all of you should be aware of SB 552, now a part of omnibus SB 
225-3. Senator Gorsek, a community college teacher himself, realizes that 
the decrease in librarians in our public schools from 800 down to 150, 
has inadvertently helped to disparately cause an ignorance in our 
current population of deciphering media opinions versus truths, and 
advertising versus reality. This is a fundamental principle we need to 
accomplish if we are to call our task of education in grades pre-K through 
12 complete because no matter how many classes students in Oregon 
complete (it was presented), we are currently graduating many students 
who are unable to know how to critically think on complex subjects, and 
currently do not have equal access to fundamental texts, as well as 
media. Librarians and better funded library materials previously 
accomplished this, therefore, we need our librarians for our democracy 
to work. We will follow this bill closely, whose intent is to assess this 

https://www.lwvor.org/legislative-report
https://www.lwvor.org/legislative-report
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/19425
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problem statewide. The bill would direct the Oregon Department of 
Education (ODE) to convene an advisory group to study library and 
media program standards developed by the State Board of Education and 
to report the results of the study to an interim committee of the 
legislative assembly related to education. Listen (starting at 47:30 
minutes). One librarian testified that she serves 9,000 students, an 
unmanageable prospect. A college librarian testified that since K-12 
schools cut librarians, the critical thinking skills have diminished in 
college students. A legislator noted that critical discrimination on 
information sources is critical to a healthy democracy. Funding libraries 
will be addressed in a work group then possibly interim legislative 
session. 
 

Preparing for potential preschool federal funding 
 
LWVOR submitted testimony supporting HB 3334-4. There is not 
currently a comprehensive plan within Oregon to use anticipated funds 
that may be released through federal grants to develop voluntary 
preschools for all by 2027. Many CEOs, on a national basis, are calling 
preschool for all essential as an economic driver for business and 
workforce enhancement. This bill requests that the Early Learning 
Division put in-place a PLAN to use federal funding dollars that are often 
offered as grants with a short application process. If Oregon does not 
have this PLAN in place, then it likely would not be eligible to apply for 
anticipated federal funding for preschool for all, early learning, and/or 
early childhood. HB 3334-4 (Taylor, Power) says “the plan developed 
under this section shall: (a) Provide that participation in a preschool 
program is voluntary; (b) Establish quality standards for publicly funded 
preschool programs, which may include: (A) The daily and yearly 
availability of preschool programs; and (B) The requirement that 
preschool programs provide high quality, developmentally appropriate 
early learning that: (i) Reflects best practices related to preschool; (ii) Is 
culturally relevant; and (iii) Includes multigenerational learning 
experiences; (c) Be developed in collaboration with community 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/mediaplayer/?clientID=4879615486&eventID=2021031397
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Testimony/HB3334
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/19522
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/19522
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stakeholders, including the Early Learning Council, the State Board of 
Education and families from demographics that are underrepresented in 
preschool programs; (d) Create uniform preschool education standards 
across all local, state and federal publicly funded preschool programs; (e) 
Identify eligibility requirements for children and families based on 
income level and other demographic criteria, which shall take into 
account eligibility criteria for current local, state and federal publicly 
funded preschool programs; (f) Propose an approach for equitably 
distributing preschool slots in phases to ensure that preschool programs 
are accessible across the state and for tribal communities and that 
preschool programs are provided through a mixed delivery system; (g) 
Be responsive to the scheduling needs and preferences of families; and 
(h) Include recommendations for increasing the infrastructure capacity 
to accommodate an expansion in the provision of preschool programs, 
including the needs for facilities, workforce investments and local 
coordinated enrollment systems for families. 
High school special education students seeking a diploma rather than an 
alternative certificate need more time. LWVOR provided testimony on SB 
747 (Gelser) that would allow students entering high school beginning 
with the 2020-2021 school year and continuing through the 2024-2025 
school year to take two extra years to complete their high school 
education. COVID-19 and the ensuing move to comprehensive distance 
learning for students throughout Oregon have led to significant 
enrollment declines across the state. Senate Bill 747 allows students who 
may have had difficulties engaging with distance learning two extra 
years to complete their high school education. While Covid has impacted 
many students, students in special education with Individualized 
Education Plans (IEP) were especially put at risk for not graduating 
within usual time frames. Currently, high school students who have 
special education eligibility may graduate with a regular diploma or a 
modified or extended diploma. Other completion options include an 
alternative certificate or a GED. Those able to earn a regular diploma 
may need more time to graduate, having lost most access to education 
services while isolated during Covid. Those who graduate with a 
modified diploma or extended diploma are eligible for transition services 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/22769
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB747
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB747
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through the year of their 21st birthday. These services provide students 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities, critical supports to 
improve success in adulthood include access to employment, 
independent transportation and independent living. Due to the pandemic 
and lack of access to education for those with significant disabilities, 
some will be forced to choose whether to complete a modified or 
extended diploma and lose access to transition services or to sacrifice 
their education goals and simply receive a certificate so they can access 
transition services. This bill would extend access to transition services to 
their 23rd birthday to allow students the ability to complete their 
education goals with a modified or extended diploma AND still access 
their transition to adulthood services. The key is that the alternative 
certificate is not a diploma and deprives students of many benefits in 
adulthood. Many mandates under IDEA, including IEPs, have 
traditionally been referred to as “unfunded mandates” saying that 
schools “must provide” them but not providing adequate funding. We 
urged the Legislature, Oregon Department of Education, individual 
School Districts and Education Service Districts to explore the use of 
Covid federal funds provided under Secondary School Emergency Relief 
Funds (ESSER) or other federal funds first before utilizing other sources 
of state funding. 
 

Should community colleges and universities be 
“permitted” to merge? 
  

• Senate Committee on Education, held a “courtesy” public hearing 
on SB 1 that would “permit” the merger of a community college 
and a public university. Please take time to listen to this 
impassioned hearing. Senate President Peter Courtney, Ben 
Cannon, Director of the Higher Education Coordinating 
Committee, and two university presidents explore ways in which 
students may more easily transition from high school to 
community college and then to a university. Other states have 
moved toward permitting mergers. As expected, most university 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/grants/Pages/CARES-Act-Resources.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/grants/Pages/CARES-Act-Resources.aspx
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/SED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB1
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/mediaplayer/?clientID=4879615486&eventID=2021031397
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/6452
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/6452
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and community college administrators oppose this concept and 
this bill won’t get a public hearing—again this year, as in the past. 
So, while it might best serve students, a fiefdom of administrators 
lobby against this. 

 
NOTICE, in a late development, this bill is still alive, re-emerging as SB 
226-2  with a new hearing 4/7 and possible work session on 4/12 that 
“permits” community college and university to merge. 
  

Testimony on Education Funding 
 
You may listen to the public hearings of 3/29 and 3/31 a “popcorn of 
folks popping in virtually to testify” on the two education funding bills SB 
5513 and SB 5514 in the Joint Committee on Ways and Means 
Subcommittee on Education. This committee has completed agency 
presentations on SB 5513 from Early Learning, Youth Development 
Division, and Oregon Department of Education; as well as SB 5514 on the 
K-12 State School Fund for districts. It will turn now to funding 
presentations on SB 5528 for the Higher Education Coordinating 
Committee as well as Community Colleges and Universities. 
 

Up Next 
 
Education bills have only one week to move out of the committee and 
onto the floor. The second half of the session, bills passing the House or 
Senate floor switch chambers and are reheard in committees in the 
opposite chamber. The craziness of huge numbers of bills that never get 
a hearing will be behind us and we will be able to focus on those that 
have moved forward. This week, before the April 13th deadline for a 
“work session” the pace is fast and furious in House Committee on 
Education, Senate Committee on Education, and  House Committee on 
Early Childhood. These have “public hearings” some have “work 
sessions” (WS) others have “possible work sessions.”  Some will 
reappear in a future legislature. 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/19735
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/mediaplayer/?clientID=4879615486&eventID=2021031343
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/mediaplayer/?clientID=4879615486&eventID=2021031346
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB5513
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB5513
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB5514
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/JWMED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/JWMED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB5513
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB5514
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB5528
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/SED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HEC/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HEC/Overview
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• SB 602 removes the sunset on the requirement that students must 

receive certain information related to statewide summative 
assessments. If passed, parents will retain the right to “opt out” of 
standardized testing. One testimony states, “In itself, exercising 
the right to opt out cannot mitigate the loss of a well-rounded 
education as state, federal and district-level testing marginalizes 
the arts, humanities and even recess in our schools. We live in a 
time in which the school day is dominated by teaching to the 
tests.” WS scheduled. 

• SB 356 creates the position of School Nurse Specialist in the 
Department of Education. WS scheduled. 

• SB 594 prohibits school district boards from authorizing, and 
school districts from using, certain monitoring software related to 
students' computer usage. WS scheduled. 

• SB 606 directs the Department of Education to conduct study on 
standardized tests and to report results of study to the interim 
committee of the Legislative Assembly related to education. 
Courtesy hearing, no WS. 

• SB 596 prohibits the State Board of Education from requiring, and 
school districts from administering, certain assessments to 
students enrolled or preparing to enroll in prekindergarten 
through grade two. Courtesy hearing, no WS. 

• SB 623 requires local workforce development boards to evaluate 
programs administered by state workforce agencies through the 
WorkSource Oregon system. WS scheduled. 

• SB 851 requires the Higher Education Coordinating Commission to 
provide grants to nonprofits providing affordable housing to 
university students. WS scheduled 

• SB 667 -1 requires school districts to adopt and implement policy 
concerning ownership rights to teacher-created intellectual 
property. WS scheduled. 

• HB 2093 -1 alters eligibility requirements and formula for 
establishing amount of award for Oregon Opportunity Grant and 
renewal of grant. Possible WS. 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB602
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB356
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB594
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB606
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB596
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB623
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB851
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB667
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/19559
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2093
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/19729
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• HB 2969 directs school districts to provide age-appropriate 
instruction in oral health as part of the health education 
curriculum. Possible WS. 

• HB 3234 requires school districts to provide instruction on organ 
and tissue donation and education. Possible WS 

• HB 3363 establishes Racial Equity and Justice Student Council. 
Possible WS 

• HB 3350 prescribes requirements for providing education to 
students with disabilities during COVID-19 emergency. Possible 
WS 

• HB 3338 directs the Department of Education to develop 
accountability measures related to indicators of school quality and 
student success. Possible WS. 

 

Other Insights on Education 
 

In addition to watching hearings on OLIS and writing weekly Legislative 
Reports, we reach out (even during Covid isolation) to allies and 
coalitions also working on education improvements. If you have a 
passion for children, you may wish to research these links: Our Children 
Oregon, The Early Childhood Coalition, Foundations for a Better 
Oregon (formerly Chalk Board), Coalition of School 
Administrators, Oregon School Board Administrators, Oregon Education 
Association, Oregon Department of Education, Early Learning, Higher 
Education HECC. 
 

Committee Links 
 
House Committee on Education, Senate Committee on Education, 
and  House Committee on Early Childhood. Ways and Means committees 
are not restricted by the bill deadlines, Joint Committee on Ways and 
Means Subcommittee on Education. 
 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2969
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3234
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3363
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3350
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3338
https://ourchildrenoregon.org/2021-childrens-agenda/
https://ourchildrenoregon.org/2021-childrens-agenda/
https://childinst.org/ecc-2021-legislative-agenda/
https://www.betteroregon.org/
https://www.betteroregon.org/
https://www.cosa.k12.or.us/sites/default/files/images/2021_cosa_legislative_priorities.pdf
https://www.cosa.k12.or.us/sites/default/files/images/2021_cosa_legislative_priorities.pdf
http://www.osba.org/News-Center/Newsletters/Legislative_Highlights.aspx
https://www.oregoned.org/standing-up-for-you
https://www.oregoned.org/standing-up-for-you
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/about-us/Pages/EducationUpdate.aspx
https://oregonearlylearning.com/news-resources/blog/
https://www.oregon.gov/highered/policy-collaboration/Pages/legislative-resources.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/highered/policy-collaboration/Pages/legislative-resources.aspx
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/SED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HEC/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/JWMED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/JWMED/Overview

