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By Norman Turrill, Governance Coordinator 
 

Redistricting (Norman Turrill) 
 
Both redistricting committee meetings were cancelled this week due to 
the snow storm. The Oregon League and several other organizations 
have been invited to testify to two joint meetings of the two committees 
this coming week. 
 
House Rules Committee 

 
The House Rules Committee will hold two hearing this week 
(here and here), but none of the bills being heard are of much interest to 
League Governance. 
 
Senate Rules Committee 
 
The Senate Rules Committee this week will hear several bills related to 
the Oregon Ethics Commission, SB 60, SB 61, SB 62, and SB 63. 
 

SB 463 establishes an exception to the definition of a gift to allow food or 
beverage to be consumed by legislators or candidates for the legislature. 
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This bill provides no limitation and so would unfortunately allow 
“wining and dining” of legislators or candidates by special interest 
groups. 
 

Election Topics (Becky Gladstone) 
 
Omnibus election bills are expected in mid-March. Several hearings were 
postponed to ensure access, as many Oregonians still lacked power and 
internet connections from the ice storm a week ago. 
 
HB 2385: League testimony was submitted to House Revenue, to direct 
the Dept. of Revenue (DoR) to develop, implement, and maintain 
software and a database related to online tax filing. This relates to the 
League’s interest in expanding automatic voter registration, in ensuring 
that any efficiency compatibility is considered, and to ensuring 
cybersecurity. 
 
HB 2459: League testimony in support was submitted to the House 
Judiciary Civil Law Subcommittee, to define video conference 
“conversations” in statute to prohibit recording if participants aren’t 
informed of recording and provides for penalties. 
 
HJR 11: Read the League testimony, presented in support, explaining 
Oregon’s imposition of a 1984 voter registration access block, seen as 
protection then, but seen as voter suppression now. HJR 11 would 
amend the Oregon constitution for same-day voter registration, by 
referral to voters. 
 
SB 249 allows county clerks to begin opening and counting ballots upon 
receipt. We plan to submit testimony in support of this technical fix, 
requested by County Clerks, to this week’s delayed Senate Rules hearing. 
 
SB 251 would adapt statute to allow county clerks to comply with SoS 
recommendations on the use of ballot secrecy envelopes, increasingly 
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seen as unnecessary to protect ballot secrecy. We plan to submit 
testimony in support, to this week’s delayed Senate Rules hearing. 
 

Electoral Systems (Barbara Klein) 
 
While none of the 4 ranked choice voting (RCV) bills have been 
scheduled for hearings (currently in House/Senate Rules), a competing 
electoral system (STAR) also has advocates pushing for a statewide bill. 
 
This week Rep. Zach Hudson (District 49) submitted a proposed bill, 
currently with no bill number, but a Legislative Concept number (LC 
2504). 
 
While the LWVOR does not support or oppose STAR voting (designed 
after our Election Methods Study Update), the Action Committee is 
developing an informative sheet comparing STAR and RCV. 
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