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Gun Safety (Marge Easley) 
 
Legislative hearings on gun safety bills have not yet been scheduled, but 
this is a good time to report on a related topic of concern—the 
resurgence of militia group activity in Oregon and across the nation. As 
recent events have shown us, a convergence of many factors in 2020 
caused a normalization and escalation of the use of guns as tools for 
political dissent. 
 
In 2020, the Southern Poverty Law Center identified 169 militia groups 
in the US. Oregon was one of five states to be given a high-risk 
designation by the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data 
Project and MilitiaWatch for increased civilian militia activity. Nine 
multi-state militia groups are most frequently mentioned as posing a 
significant risk:  Proud Boys, Patriot Prayer, Three Percenters, Oath 
Keepers, Light Foot Militia, Civilian Defense Force, American 
Contingency, Boogaloo Bois and People’s Rights. 
 
A recent LWVUS Gun Safety webinar featured the work of Georgetown 
Law School’s Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and Protection (ICAP), 
which has done extensive research on militias. A point of emphasis is 
that every state in the nation bars private militias, and their activities are 
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not protected by either the 1st or 2nd Amendments. For more 
information specific to militias in Oregon, here is the link to an excellent 
ICAP fact sheet. Also recommended is an OPB program (January 12, 
2021) on “Oregon’s Long History of Enabling Extremists.” 
 

Health Care (Bill Walsh) 
 
The Health Care committees of the House (HHC) and Senate (SHC) have 
settled into their roles to shape policy through legislation. 
 
The HCC held Public Hearings on HB 2077, lead-based paint activities; 
HB 2622, surgical smoke evacuation systems (opposition from certain 
corporate systems); HB 2360, prohibits nonprofit hospitals from 
requiring patients to apply for public medical assistance, often a barrier 
for immigrants; HB 2619, license to practice genetic counseling; HB 
3036, removes requirement that physician assistants practice under 
supervising physician (opposition from Trial Lawyers); and HB 2508, 
reimbursements for telehealth services (opposition by some provider 
interests). The latter bill hearing will be carried over into next week. 
 
The SHC held Public Hearings on SB 65, transfer of duties from the 
Department of Consumer and Business Services to the Oregon Health 
Authority, favored by both entities; SB 70, expanding Rural Health Equity 
Coalitions throughout the state; SB 610, creates culturally competent 
psychology provider incentive program and grants; SB 640, establishes 
Indian Health Scholarship Program; SB 98, 99,100 package deals with 
Medical Imaging housecleaning items; SB 110, repeals sunset on 
discussion and resolution program for resolving adverse medical care 
incidents; SB 124, adds speech pathology assistant to membership on the 
State Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology; 
and SB 96, defines “cannabinoids” to combine marijuana and hemp 
regulations. 

 
Housing (Debbie Aiona and Nancy Donovan) 
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LWVOR is a member of the Oregon Housing Alliance, along with nearly 
100 member organizations from throughout the state. The Alliance 
focuses on legislative actions that provide access to opportunity through 
safe, stable, and affordable housing. 
 
Each session the Alliance develops an agenda outlining key objectives for 
the session. Below are highlights from the 2021 Agenda: 
 

• Emergency Housing Account and the State Homeless Assistance 
Program HB 5011. These programs distribute emergency rent 
assistance and emergency shelter support dollars statewide. The 
Alliance is recommending that the Legislature allocate $50 million to 
these two programs. 

• Preserve and Maintain Existing Affordable Housing HB 5534. Across 
Oregon, funding is needed to maintain regulated, multifamily low-
income housing, as well as public housing and manufactured home 
parks. SB 5534 commits Lottery-Backed Bonds for this purpose. 

• Develop Additional Affordable Units HB 5505 and SB 5506. More 
regulated affordable housing is needed including rental and 
homeownership, to address the state’s housing crisis. The Housing 
Alliance is urging the Legislature to commit additional general 
obligation bonds to the Local Innovation and Fast Track program that 
provides resources for low-income housing development. 

• Foreclosure Moratorium and Foreclosure Counseling. The Housing 
Alliance supports reinstatement of the foreclosure moratorium HB 
4204, passed in the 2020 first Special Session. The Oregon Foreclosure 
Avoidance program provides counseling for homeowners facing 
foreclosure and helps them come to an agreement with the lender. In 
2021 additional resources are needed to continue this important 
service. 

 
Other Oregon Housing News: 
 
Middle Housing and Homeownership HB 2283. Habitat for Humanity and 
the Oregon Homebuilders bill would simplify the process of land division 
so that individual units in duplexes, triplexes, and quadplexes are 
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available for homeownership. The League of Oregon Cities (LOC) raised 
concerns about how the proposal would affect the application of building 
codes and access to utilities and emergency services. They hope to 
further improve -1 Amendment so it aligns more closely with existing 
processes and timelines for building permit approvals, public works 
requirements, land use approvals, and land divisions. LWVOR 
participated in middle housing rulemaking and supports the idea of 
incorporating ownership opportunities into these developments. 
 
National News 
 
Housing and Urban Development secretary nominee Marcia Fudge told a 
Senate committee her first priority, if appointed, would be to prevent 
people from losing their housing as a result of the pandemic. A recent 
Oregonian article describes the challenges facing landlords and tenants 
and the resources available to assist them. Significantly more will be 
needed to keep people in their homes once repayment is due. 
 

Judiciary Updates (Karen Nibler) 
 
The Judiciary Committees started off on a fast trajectory. 
 
Senate Judiciary heard The Criminal Justice Commission presentation on 
its grants programs to reduce the prison population and recidivism. SB 
47 will continue to support these programs with amendments on 
funding distribution based on outcomes data, and SB 186 adds rules 
amendments to the code to reflect changes in sentencing for certain 
crimes. 
 
The Oregon State Police presented statistics that demonstrated a lack of 
coverage throughout the state. 10% of police calls are not served. 
Fatalities on state highways increased to 487 in 2020 which could be due 
to the lack of police presence. SB 211 requests a staffing level of 15 
officers per 100,000 in population. The bill passed and was sent to Ways 
and Means. SB 297 also passed to add judicial officers to the category of 
police officers in the state system. 
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The Public Safety Review Board discussed its mission to supervise 
clients who were declared unable to assist in the criminal system. SB 200 
covers options for release from hospital treatment or supervision. 
District Attorneys are involved in this process and amendments are 
being considered. SB 205 and SB 206 are more specific about release 
factors and rules. 
 
SB 218 adds an incentive to participate in specialty courts because 
successful participants can be eligible for conditional discharge. Judge 
Nan Waller asked for a workgroup to consider expansion of specialty 
courts. The District Attorneys Association asked for consideration of 
other specialty courts and longer time limits than exist in current law. 
 
A review of Juvenile Court fees in SB 422 was introduced on Feb 2. 
Defense attorneys gave examples of the burden of fees on parents and 
young people, so that the bill and amendments will be considered. 
 
Several legislators presented SB 572 to provide the protection of 
guardians for vulnerable immigrant youth ages 18-21. Federal law 
allows youth to remain in the country and this bill allows for more 
protections. This bill passed already. 
 
The House Judiciary Committee heard HB 2939 and HB 2940 which were 
written to respond to SB 1008 (2019) changes to retain juvenile 
offenders in the Juvenile system. The District Attorneys Association and 
the Defense Attorneys were present and agreed with the formation of a 
workgroup. HB 2940 refers to extended time in detention facilities 
waiting for trial dates. 
 
HB 2239 proposes the establishment of Veterans Courts for those with 
substance abuse and mental health issues. A senior judge supported the 
concept as well as defense attorneys, veterans’ advocates and veterans. 
  

  

  

  


