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By Norman Turrill, Governance Coordinator 
 

Redistricting (Norman Turrill) 
 
This week the two redistricting committees are continuing a series of ten 
concurrent hearings (see flyer and website) focused on each of the five 
congressional districts of Oregon. Oregon law requires ten hearings 
before redistricting maps can be drawn. It would be particularly helpful 
for individuals to testify about what they think are the “communities of 
common interest” in their area. You might also express your desire for an 
independent redistricting commission. However, since census data will 
not be available until up to Sept. 30, these will likely not be the last 
opportunity for input into the process. 
 
In the meantime, everyone is waiting for the Oregon Supreme Court to 
make a decision about the Oregon Legislative Assembly's request to give 
it until as late as Dec. 30 to redraw the state’s legislative districts. The 
League has learned that the Court has asked some questions and that the 
legislative leaders have replied. 
 
The Oregon Secretary of State Shemia Fagan has now hired a 
constitutional attorney and has filed a response saying that she is 
worried about disruptions to the 2022 election cycle. Fagan also said 
that redistricting can be done by the constitutional deadlines using 
alternative population data sets to map the districts. 
 

Campaign Finance Reform (Norman Turrill) 
 

https://www.lwvor.org/legislative-report
https://www.lwvor.org/legislative-report
https://www.peoplenotpoliticiansoregon.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-Oregon-Redistricting-Flyer.pdf
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/redistricting/
https://www.opb.org/article/2021/03/10/oregon-legislature-redistricting-process-state-supreme-court/
https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2021/03/oregon-secretary-of-state-hires-constitutional-law-expert-to-strengthen-her-position-to-have-say-in-redistricting.html
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Both HB 2680 (Rayfield) and HB 3343 (Salinas, Clem) on campaign 
contribution limits are now scheduled for a public hearing in House 
Rules on 3/30/21 at 1 pm. The League will testify and encourages 
anyone interested to do so too. 
 
In the meantime, Rep. Rayfield held a private meeting with stakeholders 
to give feedback on two LC draft amendments to HB 2680. One of these 
amendments includes provisions for a small donor matching program 
(!), which the League likes because it balances and makes workable 
contribution limits. There was debate around the definition of a 
“membership organization”, which, if left unchanged, would be a huge 
loophole for contributions to candidates. The League believes that there 
should be no unlimited or huge flows of money allowed. 
 

These are complex bills, but so far reformers prefer the features of HB 
3343 and SB 336 (Golden). If we could just collect all the best features 
into one bill, then we would have significant reform! 
 

Election Topics (Becky Gladstone) 
 
We want to retain a good working relationship and met again last week 
with the new Secretary of State staff, comparing notes mostly on 
elections issues. We’re preparing for the SB 5538 budget proposals so we 
can comment at the April 7 public hearing. We expect to address 
numerous bills, some as placeholders, that have not yet been scheduled 
but are expected in Rules and Ways and Means committees, not subject 
to the same deadlines. 
 
Legislative Counsel reports that our requested elections software 
concept has been delayed by an amendment processing backlog affecting 
many bills. We are advocating for centralized candidate filing software 
update/replacement with online transparency so that League volunteers 
won’t need to search 230+ municipal and 36 Oregon county websites, 
and then call County Clerks and City Recorders to assemble a full slate of 
candidates filing in Oregon. LWVOR printed Voters’ Guides cover the 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2680
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3343
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HRULES/2021-03-30-13-00/Agenda
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HRULES/2021-03-30-13-00/Agenda
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2680
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB336
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB5538
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state level candidates who file on ORESTAR and only 7-10% of the more 
complete Vote411.org coverage of the Oregon candidates who file on 
OCVR with reachable email addresses, which is not publicly available 
information. 
 
The SoS, the Oregon Dept of Education, and the League have been strong 
partners, sharing a Civics Education legacy for teaching Oregonians how 
to vote. The LWVOR relationship with the SoS staff, especially the 
Elections Division, is critical for our Voter Service work, and we often 
share legislative advocacy goals. The League sub-contracted to the 
Secretary of State 20 years ago with HAVA funding to run the award-
winning LWVOR Oregon Student Mock Elections and Civics ED Program. 
We rely on the Elections Division staff for the annual elections calendar 
and clarification for Oregon administrative rules (OARs). Elections has 
consulted regularly with the League, requesting review of proposed 
OARs and Elections Manuals revisions. Our Vote411 elections’ districting 
work merited League seats on the Department of Revenue Taxing 
Districts Work Group, to share our experiences struggling with 
incomplete elections districting information, for example Community 
College taxing and elections districts. These have been improving 
dramatically, and we look forward to supporting upcoming legislation. 
We also look forward to working with the next Elections Director and we 
understand there are numerous worthy candidates. 
 
The SoS is working to restore funding and stability after a string of rapid 
transitions since Jeanne Atkins completed the term of office when Gov. 
Brown replaced Gov. Kitzhaber. Bev Clarno completed Dennis 
Richardson’s term after his death. An Elections Division director search 
is underway with Brenda Bayes, who recently retired, pressed back into 
interim service, extending now for another month, after the departure of 
Deputy Director Michelle Teed. 
 

Equity Issues (Alice Bartelt) 
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HB 3110 requires board of directors of publicly traded corporation to 
have specified proportion of female directors and directors who are 
members of underrepresented communities. A hearing was held in the 
House Rules Committee on March 11. The American Association of 
University Women presented a research paper regarding the number of 
women and under-represented people who serve on corporate boards of 
publicly traded corporations that are headquartered in Oregon. In 
addition, an item in the Oregonian on March 27 indicates that only 8% of 
corporate boards nationally are women. 
 

Rights of Incarcerated People (Marge Easley) 
 
Eyes around the nation will be on the Senate Judiciary Committee on 
March 31 when it holds a work session on SB 571, which restores voting 
rights to incarcerated individuals in Oregon. The bill is expected to pass 
the committee and soon head to the Senate floor. Passage of SB 571 this 
session would be a historic step forward for national efforts to end 
felony disenfranchisement, hopefully setting the stage for other states to 
join Maine, Vermont, and D.C. in expanding voting rights to adults in 
custody. 
 

SJM 2 and SJR 10, which propose amendments to the U.S. and Oregon 
Constitutions regarding an exception for slavery in cases of criminal 
punishment, are also included in the same work session on March 31. 

 
Electoral Systems (Barbara Klein) 
 

SB 343 (Golden) is a local options bill (with other requirements) 
supporting Ranked Choice Voting (RCV). See previous League 
testimony here. Senator Golden has requested that counsel produce an 
amendment to the bill. It has not yet been posted, but according to Sen. 
Golden, the current plan is for language that would allow for voting 
systems “substantially similar” to RCV, with the Sec. of State being the 
judge of whether a particular system is “substantially similar." 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3110
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB571
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SJM2
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SJR10
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB343
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/15115
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Six other bills have not seen movement inside or out of committee: 
 
SB 791 (Dembrow, Golden, Rep. Rayfield) supports RCV statewide; 
previous LWVOR testimony for March 16 hearing is here. 
HB 2678 (Rayfield) is identical to SB 791 above. 
HB 2685 (Rayfield) is RCV for overseas and military ballots. 
HB 2686 (Rayfield) requires voting machines to accommodate RCV or 
other electoral systems allowed in Oregon. 
HB 3250 (Hudson) is a hybrid local options and requirement bill 
promoting STAR voting. 
HB 3241 (Hudson) is a bill referred to House Rules with subsequent 
referral to the Joint Committee of Ways and Means; it establishes a task 
force on alternative voting methods. 

 
Other Governance Issues (Chris Cobey) 
 
Although many bills "died" at the March 19 legislative deadline requiring 
work session agenda posting, bills assigned to the Revenue, Rules, 
Redistricting and Joint committees, are exceptions to this otherwise-
standard legislative death penalty. Thus, virtually all governance bills 
being tracked remain alive, to be fought over another day. The only 
legislative fatalities on bills being monitored here were three: SB 
92 (extends confidentiality requirements for child abuse records to 
records of abuse of child in care). SB 294 (requires Public Records 
Advisory Council to conduct and publish results of periodic surveys), 
and SB 550 (requires public body employer to establish privacy 
protocols for records being released). 
 
Added to our tracking list is SB 827 (requires Secretary of State to 
submit to the Legislative Assembly, by November 1 of each odd-
numbered year, list of each prospective statewide initiative petition that 
has been filed for the upcoming general election), scheduled for a Rules 
Committee hearing on April 6. 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB791
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/15116
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2678
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2685
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2686
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3250
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3241
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB92
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB92
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB294
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB550
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB827
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Accessible Meetings (Tom Messenger) 
 

HB 2560 A requires a governing body of public body, to extent 
reasonably possible, to make all meetings accessible remotely through 
technological means and provide opportunity for members of the 
general public to remotely submit oral and written testimony. It was 
amended and passed to the floor of the House. 
 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2560

