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Revenue Updates 
  
On February 18 House Revenue held an excellent informational meeting 
organized by Rep. Pham: Tax Policy Through A Racial Equity Lens. Each 
of the speakers did a fine job explaining how Oregon’s legislative history 
and our current tax system has and continues to favor white landowners. 
They gave powerful examples of how our Oregon tax code has 
traditionally and continues to be skewed to favor the interests of the 
wealthy, who usually are white landowners, and how this bias has 
impacted the BICPOC community, who are mostly renters with few 
assets that are protected by special tax credits and exemptions. In our 
current tax code, the effective tax rate is higher by far for those in the 
bottom quintile of the economic income spectrum than is paid by the top 
quintile, with those in the top 1% seeing the lowest tax rates. 
 

Invited testimony was heard from: 
• Michael Leachman, Vice Pres. for State Fiscal Policy, Center for 

Budget Policy and Priorities 
• Daniel Hauser, Policy Analyst, Oregon Center for Public Policy 
• Kalpana Krishnamurthy, Program Director, Forward Together 
• Jenny Lee, Deputy Director, Coalition of Communities of Color 
• Matt Newell-Ching, Public Policy Manager, Oregon Food Bank and 
• Matt Bartolotti, Chief Strategy Officer, CASH Oregon. 
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This informative program confirmed that the LWV’s positions on 
revenue and tax policy has been consistently in line with these concerns 
over the years, as our testimony in support of the estate tax and the 
Earned income tax credit (EITC), and in opposition to the Opportunity 
Zone and the CARES Act tax credits and our COVID response comments 
have shown. We hope you will gain some new insights on these issues of 
racial inequality by watching the committee meeting here. 
 

Due to our severe winter storm weather at the beginning of last week, 
legislative committees did not meet on Monday and Tuesday. Three 
minor bills did have a public hearing on Feb 16: 
 

• HB 2331 a bill to exclude over-the-air broadcasting from meaning 
from central assessment for property taxation,. 

• HB 2634 that would allow a surviving spouse or disabled heir to 
defer taxes and remain in a deceased spouse’s homestead for five 
years, and 

• HB 2693 that would allow an exception for occasional use of 
property by a corporation that is designated exclusively for 
industry apprenticeships or a training trust and is exempted from 
federal income tax. 

 
On the February 17, the LWV provided testimony on HB 2385, a bill that 
would provide funding for a Department of Revenue (DoR) software 
system and database, to enable online filing of property tax returns that 
counties assessors had requested. This would provide an easy and 
consistent data entry format for property tax filings and collections that 
will greatly reduce costly data entry by county assessors, a system that 
now only a few counties currently have. 
 
In the Senate Committee on Finance and Revenue, the LWVOR 
supplied testimony in support of SB 137 on Feb 17 that would 
disconnect Oregon from three costly income tax breaks buried in the 
CARES Act that only wealthy individuals and businesses with large non-
COVID-related net operating losses can take advantage of on their 
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Oregon taxes, and that they will already be getting on their federal taxes. 
We see this credit as a tax equity issue that exacerbates wealth disparity. 
A second hearing on this bill will be heard on Feb 23. A work session will 
also be held on Feb 23 on another good bill in House Revenue, HB 2008, 
that provides a tax exemption for religious organizations whose 
property is held or used solely to provide affordable housing to low 
income households, and it allows expanded zoning for such housing. 
 

The much-anticipated Revenue Forecast by the Office of Economic 
Analysis will come out on Wednesday, Feb 24 in House Revenue at 3:15. 
Be sure to watch, as this forecast is sure to have an impact on which bills 
will be considered this session. 
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