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BIPOC education bills 
 
Oregon's Legislative Black, Indigenous, & People of Color Caucus (BIPOC 
Caucus) sponsors and prioritizes these education bills in 2021 in order 
to remove student achievement barriers at all levels by enhancing school 
environments, reducing over-testing and prioritizing student voices. The 
above link also has BIPOC Caucus priorities in other committees 
including police accountability, criminal justice reform, economic 
opportunity, healthcare, housing, environmental and climate justice, 
equitable government, and expanded access to democracy. 
 

• HB 2590: The Student Voice bill. Establishes Task Force on Student 
Success for Underrepresented Students in Higher Education. 
Directs task force to develop student success policy proposals 
focusing on increasing likelihood of student success in higher 
education for students from populations that are 
underrepresented in higher education enrollment. 

• HB 2945: Exclusionary Discipline. Requires school districts to 
ensure that students for whom out-of-school suspensions or 
expulsions have been imposed receive specified services during 
suspensions or expulsions. Requires school districts to submit 
annual report related to discipline to the Department of 

https://www.lwvor.org/legislative-report
https://www.lwvor.org/legislative-report
https://www.lwvor.org/education-updates
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https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bynum/Documents/Oregon%20BIPOC%20Caucus%20Legislative%20Agenda.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2590
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2945
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Education. Directs the department to assist school districts that 
disproportionately impose discipline on any student groups that 
have historically experienced academic disparities. 

• HB 2937: School Bias Crime: Provides that student who 
experiences incident of harassment, discrimination or 
intimidation based on student's race, color, religion, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, disability or national origin, has cause 
of action against school district and perpetrator of incident. 
Requires school district to report incidents to hate crimes hotline 
and school safety tip line. Directs school district to approve 
transfer request when student has experienced an incident. 
Modifies crimes of bias crime in the second degree and bias crime 
in the first degree. Assigned to House Committee on Judiciary. 

• SB 609: Early Education Wrap Around Services and Learning 
Expectations Task Force. When conducting research to create and 
implement a seamless system of public education, the task force 
shall ensure that: (a) What is being taught to students in early 
years supports them throughout their education careers, including 
preparing them to succeed in post-secondary education; (b) 
Appropriate and effective services and supports are provided to 
students in their home, school and community to help them be 
successful in their education; (c) What students are learning and 
the tests that they are taking are useful not only in post-secondary 
education and future employment, but also to employers; and (d) 
Education is helping students to become well-rounded members 
of society and to be capable of adjusting to and excelling in the 
careers they choose. 

 
Education bills recently heard 
 

• SB 52 Directs Department of Education to develop and implement 
statewide education plan for students who identify as lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, queer, two-spirit, intersex, asexual, 
nonbinary or another minority gender identity or gender 
orientation. LWVOR testimony and many other verbal and written 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2937
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HJUD/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB52
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/1679
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Testimony/SB52
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Testimony/SB52
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testimonies showed the urgent need to provide safety for and 
invest in the success of LGBTQ2SIA+ Students. See the 
informative LGBTQ2SIA+ Student Success Plan developed by the 
Advisory Group and support that this being put in statute 
beginning with SB 52. 

• LWVOR testimony supported licensing of loan agencies under SB 
485. This bill was developed and refined over three legislative 
sessions; it is time to get it into law. We acknowledge that BIPOC 
students frequently have higher debt and would greatly benefit 
from this legislation. An ombudsperson will offer education and 
information to students and will monitor bad-faith practices from 
some loan processing agencies as they oversee and collect student 
loans. This bill has “muscle” to rein-in bad-actors with unfair, 
abusive financial practices and allow a more level-playing-field for 
those loan agencies with reputable practices. While SB 485 is a 
strong start, an important first step. We also encourage the 
committee to come back in a future session to address additional 
abusive student loan practices. 

• Acknowledging that indigenous tribal students have been honored 
with items of cultural and historical meaning, HB 2052 would 
require school district to allow students to wear Native American 
items of cultural significance at public school events, including 
high school graduation. 

• SB 222 Directs the Department of Education to provide 
reimbursements for vision screenings of students to persons that 
provide vision screenings. 

• HB 2055 establishes Tribal Early Learning Hub for purpose of 
delivering early learning services to tribal communities of this 
state. 

 

Looking ahead 
 
This newsletter went to editing on Friday 2-5-2021. The week of 2-8 and 
2-15 watch OLIS hearings on: 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Testimony/SB52
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/Documents/LGBTQ2SIA+%20Student%20Success%20Plan.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB52
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/1230
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB485
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB485
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB485
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2052
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB222
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2055
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• SB 713 that prohibits public or private post-secondary institution 
of education from requiring prospective student to disclose 
whether prospective student has criminal conviction before 
institution makes final determination on whether to admit 
student. 

• SB 233 requires Higher Education Coordinating Commission to 
establish common course numbering system for all introductory 
and lower-level courses offered at public post-secondary 
institutions of education. 

• HB 2835 requires each community college and public university to 
hire benefits navigator to assist students in determining eligibility 
and applying for federal, state and local benefits programs. 

• HB 2368 establishes pilot program to improve educational 
outcomes by using trauma-informed approaches to education, 
health services and intervention strategies. 

• HB 2408(1:30 pm) Directs Department of Education to conduct 
study on meeting students' behavioral health needs 

 
Date, time and scheduled bills can be found here: House Committee on 
Education,  Senate Committee on Education,  House Committee on Early 
Childhood, and Joint Committee On Ways and Means Subcommittee On 
Education 
 

Volunteer on the LWVOR Education Portfolio 
Legislative Team 
 
Contact Chris Vogel   Note: Chris is taking a sabbatical for international 
travel after the 2021 session. Without volunteers, LWVOR input on 
Education issues and Bills will be diminished. 
 
In addition to watching hearings on OLIS and writing weekly Legislative 
Reports, we reach out (even during Covid isolation) to allies and 
coalitions also working on education improvements. If you have a 
passion for children, you may wish to research these links: Our Children 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB713
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB233
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2835
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2368
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2408
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/SED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HEC/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HEC/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/JWMED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/JWMED/Overview
https://ourchildrenoregon.org/2021-childrens-agenda/
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Oregon, The Early Childhood Coalition, Coalition of School 
Administrators, Oregon School Board Administrators, Oregon Education 
Association, Oregon Department of Education, Early Learning, Higher 
Education HECC. 
 

https://ourchildrenoregon.org/2021-childrens-agenda/
https://childinst.org/ecc-2021-legislative-agenda/
https://www.cosa.k12.or.us/sites/default/files/images/2021_cosa_legislative_priorities.pdf
https://www.cosa.k12.or.us/sites/default/files/images/2021_cosa_legislative_priorities.pdf
http://www.osba.org/News-Center/Newsletters/Legislative_Highlights.aspx
https://www.oregoned.org/standing-up-for-you
https://www.oregoned.org/standing-up-for-you
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/about-us/Pages/EducationUpdate.aspx
https://oregonearlylearning.com/news-resources/blog/
https://www.oregon.gov/highered/policy-collaboration/Pages/legislative-resources.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/highered/policy-collaboration/Pages/legislative-resources.aspx

