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The Week in Brief 
 
It has been a busy week in Education talking of the fundamentals of the 
educational process. Everything was discussed from the many necessary 
uses of grant money from the Corporate Activities Tax, the significance of 
grade point averages in grades K-12, to the usefulness of standardized 
testing in the midst of a pandemic, or the ongoing debate of the benefit 
and applicable use of standardized tests at all? Please contact us if you 
think you would be interested in helping the League of Women Voters on 
the educational committee? Lots of fun work we can help to accomplish 
for the coming improvements for education in our state. We can train 
you to observe one of the 4 committees online, and in this report, we 
have listed the dates and times for your interest? 
 

Student Success Funding from Corporate Activities 
Tax 
 
Joint Committee on Ways and Means Subcommittee on Education meets 
on Monday and Wednesday at 1pm. This week the many improvements 
the Oregon Department of Education are beginning to make for the 
increased safety, health, and improved education of students were 
enumerated, utilizing the millions of dollars from the Corporate 
Activities Tax. The ODE staff is continuing to attempt to consolidate and 
make their programs more transparent, so that there is less duplication 
of services. Work on those processes will continue. The ODE has learned 
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from the pandemic as well in ways to save money, such as using 
webinars for staff training. 
 

School Nurse Specialist in ODE, Oregon Kindergarten 
Assessment Bill 
 

Senate Education Committee meets on Monday and Wednesday at 3:15 
pm. We heard SB 623 -3, as Sen. Frederick and Rep. Reardon wish to re-
evaluate our workforce training programs through WorkForce Oregon to 
assist with our unemployment difficulties that are increasing as an effect 
of the pandemic, especially affecting vulnerable populations. The 
members of the committee passed bills to the floor for online education 
for those incarcerated (SB 234-4 and 235-1). The League of Women 
Voters testified this week in Senate Education in support of 2 bills: one to 
add a School Nurse Specialist to the Oregon Department of Education 
Board (SB 356) as well as a bill to prohibit ODE from requiring 
standardized testing for students enrolled or preparing to enroll in pre-K 
through grade 2, particularly the Oregon Kindergarten Assessment, 
administered to students entering the public school system in 
kindergarten or first grade (SB 596). LWVOR testified testing young 
children in this developmentally inappropriate manner violates the 
ethical code of the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children. Much was discussed on the philosophy of standardized testing 
in general. Many bills were explained, and brought forward by Sen. 
Frederick. One, SB 602, will continue to allow parents and guardians to 
opt-out of standardized testing in our public schools. Sen. Gorsek, on the 
committee, made the most humorous comment: “We may have killed the 
joy of learning itself with the use of standardized testing.” It was briefly 
referred to that school districts could possibly legally change the federal 
requirements for standardized testing this year with the approval by 
each school district (as Ashland has done), giving parents the ability 
instead to ask for the standardized testing for their students, if they want 
testing, rather than opting out. 
 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB623
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB0234
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB0235
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/23305
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB356
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB596
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/23301
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB0602


 

Legislative Report – 4/13/2021 

Oregon Promise isn’t a Promise When Funding Was 
Pulled 
 

House Education Committee meets on Tuesday and Thursday at 1PM. 
One main topic this week was the Oregon Promise and Opportunity 
Grants Programs and the difficulties facing many students in Oregon who 
want to complete their post-secondary school education. HB 2093-2 was 
explained by Kyle Thomas, Higher Education Coordinating Committee, 
HECC, stating that despite previous budget cuts, both the Oregon 
Promise and Opportunity Grants Programs can work well together in the 
future by lowering the eligibility grade point average to 2.0. Many 
members of the committee verbally agreed with this thought-out 
philosophy during the meeting. 
 

Oral Health Care, Organ Donor Education 
 
A significant health bill was presented, HB 2969-2, which attempts to 
gradually bring oral hygiene instruction into our public schools, given 
more time for implementation by 2025. Rep. Hayden reminded us how 
important dental hygiene and health is to the whole body, and how 
cavities can be prevented with proper dental hygiene instruction. The 
League of Women Voters submitted written testimony on oral health 
importance. LWVOR also testified on post-secondary HB 3234-2, based 
on successful law in 18 states, giving high school students a short 
amount of education on becoming organ and tissue donors, before they 
receive their driver’s license. This kind of law has proven to have a big 
impact on saving lives, as was testified. 
 
Early Childhood Committee meets on Monday and Wednesday at 
1pm. HB 3334-4 was passed to develop a future plan for early childhood 
education in all its forms throughout the state by 2027. A most 
interesting HB 2484-4 was passed, with much congratulations among the 
committee members for all their work, to allow rental tenants 
throughout the state to have increased rights to create child centers, 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2093
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2969
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/23857
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/23838
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3234
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3334
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2484
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within the already established, and continuing quality standards 
established by the state. All the members agreed this was a positive step 
toward the creation of increased availability of quality neighborhood 
child care homes throughout the state, as well as the increase of available 
employment for rental tenants with these skills. 
 

Committee Bills Switch to Other Chamber 
 
Senate committee bills that passed on the floor are beginning to show up 
in House Education “assigned measures.” Likewise Senate Education will 
begin to hear “assigned measures” committee bills that have cleared the 
House floor. This mid-term switch allows both chambers to hear bills in 
committee and pass on the floor before going to the Governor for 
signature into law. 
Committee links: House, Senate Committee on Education, and  House 
Committee on Early Childhood. Ways and Means committees are not 
restricted by the bill deadlines, Joint Committee on Ways and Means 
Subcommittee on Education. 
 

Other Views on Education 
 
In addition to watching hearings on OLIS and writing weekly Legislative 
Reports, we reach out (even during Covid isolation) to allies and 
coalitions also working on education improvements. If you have a 
passion for children, you may wish to research these links: Our Children 
Oregon, The Early Childhood Coalition, Foundations for a Better 
Oregon (formerly Chalk Board), Coalition of School 
Administrators, Oregon School Board Administrators, Oregon Education 
Association, Oregon Department of Education, Early Learning, Higher 
Education HECC. 
 

Volunteer?   
 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HED/AssignedMeasures
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/SED/AssignedMeasures
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/SED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HEC/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HEC/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/JWMED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/JWMED/Overview
https://ourchildrenoregon.org/2021-childrens-agenda/
https://ourchildrenoregon.org/2021-childrens-agenda/
https://childinst.org/ecc-2021-legislative-agenda/
https://www.betteroregon.org/
https://www.betteroregon.org/
https://www.cosa.k12.or.us/sites/default/files/images/2021_cosa_legislative_priorities.pdf
https://www.cosa.k12.or.us/sites/default/files/images/2021_cosa_legislative_priorities.pdf
http://www.osba.org/News-Center/Newsletters/Legislative_Highlights.aspx
https://www.oregoned.org/standing-up-for-you
https://www.oregoned.org/standing-up-for-you
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/about-us/Pages/EducationUpdate.aspx
https://oregonearlylearning.com/news-resources/blog/
https://www.oregon.gov/highered/policy-collaboration/Pages/legislative-resources.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/highered/policy-collaboration/Pages/legislative-resources.aspx
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We are seeking 3-4 more volunteers. Early Learning, Child Care, K-12, 
Higher Education, Career Technical Education, and Youth Development 
are within this portfolio’s responsibility. 
Contact Chris Vogel,   or Anne 
Nesse annenessevolunteerlwvor@gmail.com 
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