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Timber Bills 
 
HB 2379 is currently in House Revenue and had a public hearing on April 
8 with a carry over public hearing on April 12. The League provided brief 
oral testimony in support. HB 2379 would replace the Harvest tax with a 
5% tax based on timber value rather than volume in the number of 
thousand board feet cut, with revenues going to wildfire management 
funding and the counties as well as those things the harvest tax funds, 
with the exception of the Oregon Forest Research Institute (OFRI), which 
is a controversial agency. The LWVOR provided testimony in support 
on February 25 here, and more testimony here in favor with suggested 
modifications on April 7. The bill sponsor, Rep. Holvey, will be providing 
-7 amendments to the bill next week that make changes to both the tax 
rates and its distribution based on critical input from the public hearings 
and from tax advocates, 
 

SB 852 on the Mortgage Interest Deduction (MID) had a work session on 
April 8 in the Senate Committee on Housing and Development and 
passed with a Do Pass recommendation to  Senate Finance and Revenue 
but has not yet been scheduled. See our previous Legislative reports on 
the bill and read LWVOR testimony in support. 
 
SB 464 -1 sponsored by Sen, Girod and Rep. Drazan is a modified version 
of their original bill with the pro rata feature of Rep Marsh’s nearly 
identical bill, HB 2341. SB 464 -1 requires the county tax collector to 
cancel property taxes imposed on taxable property damaged or 
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destroyed by wildfire during September 2020 on a 2/12 pro rata basis, 
as if the property were destroyed under current law, without the owner 
having to apply, starting a month after the fire until January 2, 2023. 
Although there is no impact on state revenue, this will surely diminish 
county tax revenue, but another bill ensures that school funding will not 
be reduced as a result of fewer students in the county due to wildfire. 
This bill had a public hearing on April 19. 
  

  

 


