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Revenue Updates 
  
On Monday, the House Committee on Revenue had a public hearing 
on HJR 13, a Rep. Nosse bill that proposes amendment to the Oregon 
Constitution that attempts to modify the property tax inequities that 
Measures 5 and 50 enshrined in the Oregon constitution in the late 
1990s. Those provisions froze property taxes at 1995 prices -10% based 
on a new system of assessed values and then prevents them from rising 
more 3% per year. When houses and communities are gentrified and 
new houses are built, and real market values are increasing such as in 
Multnomah County, property taxes remain low. Other areas where 
housing prices are stagnant or falling, houses assessed values and real 
market values are very close, taxes will be high. So although the market 
price for an identical house worth $300,000 in one area, the same house 
in another area or neighborhood will pay wildly different taxes. One 
taxpayer can sometimes pay three or four times as much in property 
taxes for the same house. 
 
The inequities posed by Measures 5 and 50 are well known, but the 
solution has remained a problem. HJR 13 aims to address these issues by 
moving the assessed value for tax purposes upward for low tax 
properties and down for high tax areas, so that both are more in line 
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with real market values. This would be accomplished by modifying 
property taxes to a fixed ratio of maximum assessed value to real market 
value of property, which must be equal to 0.75 (Or 3 to 4, so all houses 
would eventually be assessed at 25% below the property’ s real market 
value. The tax rate that these assessed values are multiplied by will 
depend on the community where the property is located and the special 
districts included in that area. This would be a fairer system and the bill 
proposes to phase taxes in to the new rate gradually over five years by 
20% increases or decreases until this ratio is reached. It also excludes 
$25,000 in market value, which is more of a benefit to owners of low-
valued homes. The LWV wrote testimony in support of this bill posted 
here. 
 
In House Revenue, minor tax credit bills and several bills on Marijuana 
taxes were heard this week, as well as a work session in Senate Finance 
and Revenue on the children’s district bill, SB 299, which we 
supported.  It passed unanimously on Feb 26 with an amendment to 
ensure that the $5 per thousand cap for education for service districts 
would not have to compete with this new children’s service district. 
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