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General Updates 
 
The Senate Committee on Education met three times this week. K-12 
school reopening efforts in Covid were addressed by the Oregon 
Department of Education (ODE) K-12 School Reopening Efforts - Colt Gill 
(presentation), the Oregon Education Association (OEA), the Oregon 
School Employees Association (OSEA), as well as various district and 
health professionals. Ready School, Safe Learners was developed by ODE 
and the Oregon Health Authority (OHA). K-12 School Reopening - 
Richard Corsi, PSU offered technical engineering data on classroom 
safety on 1/27. Public verbal and written testimony were taken on 
Wednesday 1/27 with an overflow to Friday 1/29 . Classroom education, 
virtual learning in isolation, inequities across the state in various school 
districts, safety for teachers and school staff, suicide and the importance 
of social connections were expressed with passion. Some demand 
schools reopen classrooms now. Others demand that schools remain 
closed to in- classroom gatherings. 
 

• The House Committee on Education heard an OR Department of 
Education Update on 1/26 focusing on equity diversity and 
inclusion. “Education equity is the equitable implementation of 
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policy, practices, procedures, and legislation that translates into 
resource allocation, education rigor, and opportunities for 
historically and currently marginalized youth, students, and 
families including civil rights protected classes. This means the 
restructuring and dismantling of systems and institutions that 
create the dichotomy of beneficiaries and the oppressed and 
marginalized, achievement and graduation disparities relating to 
poverty and racial history of exclusion.”  These bills are brought 
forward by ODE and Governor Brown for legislative consideration 
in 2021. 

• SB 52 Directs ODE to develop and implement a statewide education 
plan for LGBTQ2SIA+ students. Fiscal impact is $2.2 Million. 1 full-
time policy analyst position and $2 million for grants to support 
implementation of the plan. 

• SB 55 provides funding for a Statewide Facility Condition 
Assessment to provide the state with a comprehensive picture of 
school facility conditions. Fiscal impact for the 2021-23 biennium 
will be $3,233,488 and includes 1.0 FTE. 

• HB 2052 directs school districts to allow Native students to wear 
traditional regalia or objects of cultural significance at school 
honoring or graduation ceremonies. 

• HB 2056 advances multilingual education for Oregon students by 
revising statute to allow for subjects to be taken in language arts 
in place of “English.” 

• HB 2060 permits the State Board of Education to establish a 
statewide metric for student mental and behavioral health. 

• HB 2166 Racial Justice Council Bill on Education Section 3: Directs 
State Board of Education to adopt content standards for 
Social/Emotional Learning (SEL) for K-12. Fiscal Impact is 
$334,033 one FTE and to cover the cost for the advisory work 
group. Section 5: clarifies that the Educator Advancement Council 
(EAC) operates as a body of state government. 

• HB 2697: All Students Belong, The bill prohibits the use or display 
of the noose, swastika, or confederate flag in any program or 
school sponsored activity except where used in teaching 
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curriculum that is aligned to the Oregon State Standards. This 
applies to both in-person and distance learning environments. 

 

Early Childhood 
 
House Committee on Early Childhood Audio 1-27-21 
 

The Early Learning Division (ELD) states these priorities for 202O) 
 

• Covid19 response and recovery in childcare facilities and early 
learning school environments, 

• implementation of the Student Success Act, 
• fine-tuning preschool standards, 
• coordination with the Oregon Department of Human Services 

(ODHS) on childcare subsidy reforms, 
• licensing revisions for childcare facilities, and implementing Raise 

Up Oregon.  
 
Zip code, income, and race/ethnicity remain powerful predictors of a 
child and family’s opportunities to thrive. Economics often drives 
childcare and early learning availability.  
Approximately 25,000 early childhood educators across Oregon work in 
Birth-5 settings: child care centers, homes, schools, and Head Start. 
Licensed Child Care workers have only 10-15 hours of required training 
and earn $20,000 - $30,000 annually, there is a continuous roll-over in 
staff. A bachelor’s degree and ongoing continuing education is required 
for licensed educators in Oregon Pre-K/Head Start, Preschool Promise, 
and Early Childhood Special Education earning $35,000 - $65,000 
annually. Overview of the Early Learning Division - Miriam Calderon 
(presentation). 
Childcare is integral to a return to work and to family earning ability as 
Oregon recovers from the Covid pandemic. Economics of Childcare – 
State Economists Mark McMullen and Josh Lehner (Presentation). 
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Oregon utilizes a combination of General Fund, Lottery Fund, Federal 
Funds, Student Success CAT Funds and other sources to provide a hybrid 
early childhood experience for Oregon’s children, yet there are not 
enough slots and funding for all eligible to attend. State Spending of Early 
Childhood - Doug Wilson (Presentation).  
 

Broadband improvements 
 
Broadband is especially important in an era of Covid pandemic and to 
students attending school remotely. Some federal funding is available 
and several legislative bills address historically underserved rural and 
tribal areas. Joseph Franell, Chair, Broadband Advisory Council 
addressed the House Committee on Economic Recovery and 
Prosperity on 1/28/2021. 
 

Looking ahead 
 
This newsletter went to editing on Friday 1-29-2021. The week of 2-1-21 
you may elect to watch OLIS hearings as they occur or later on an OLIS 
recording. These three education committees all begin public hearings 
on specific to bills. Click the committee, then the date, see meeting 
materials (written testimony) and verbal testimony. 
 
House Committee on Education, Senate Committee on Education, 
and House Committee on Early Childhood 
 

Volunteer on the LWVOR Education Portfolio 
Legislative Team 
 
Contact Chris Vogel chrisvogelvolunteerlwvor@gmail.com. Note: Chris is 
taking a sabbatical for international travel after the 2021 session. 
Without volunteers, LWVOR input on Education issues and Bills will be 
diminished.  
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