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Governor’s Recommended Budget Priorities for 

Education 2021 – 2023 

 
The Governor’s Recommended Budget (GRB) summary for Education can 

be found here starting on page 13. It is the Legislative Approved Budget 

(LAB) at the end of the 2021 session that will determine funding, not the 

GRB. Governor Brown recommends withdrawing $215 million from the 

Education Stability Fund to stabilize funding. “During a pandemic that has 

already impacted students through the widespread adoption of comprehensive 

distance learning, we cannot afford to roll back investments we made in 

education during the last biennium.” To gain a perspective, 17% of the GRB 

“all funds” in the 2021 – 2023 biennium budget goes to education (page 50). 

 

• State School Funding to individual school districts, $9,100 billion, 9% 

of “all funds” in the 2021 – 2023 biennium budget 

• State Department of Education and other education funding, $5,089 

billion, 5% of “all funds” 

• Higher Education, $3,181 billion, 3% of “all funds” 

 

GRB priorities that will be discussed in Education Ways and Means 

Committee during the 2021 session: 

https://www.lwvor.org/legislative-report
https://www.lwvor.org/legislative-report
https://www.lwvor.org/education-updates
https://www.lwvor.org/education-updates
https://www.lwvor.org/education-updates
https://www.lwvor.org/education-updates
https://www.lwvor.org/education-updates
https://www.lwvor.org/education-updates
https://www.lwvor.org/education-updates
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UmXbqTjldhrXEDlxCUAbxCwRQdoN2JW7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UmXbqTjldhrXEDlxCUAbxCwRQdoN2JW7/view
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EDUCATION IN A PANDEMIC: GETTING STUDENTS BACK 

IN THE CLASSROOM SAFELY 

 
• Distance learning grants 

 

SUPPORTING WORKING PARENTS AND CHILD CARE 

WORKERS 

 
• Expanding preschool 

• Supporting child care providers 

 

EQUITY IN EDUCATION 

 
• Fully funding Student Success Act Investments 

• Equitable use of the State School Fund and retaining educators of color 

• STEM education for diverse learners 

• Expanding employment opportunities for underserved youth 

• Rebuilding and modernizing schools and classrooms 

• Preventing suspension and expulsion in early learning 

• Ensuring health and safety in child care 

• Expanding access to broadband 

• Valuing our students and their cultural identity through teaching and 

learning 

 

Emergency Board Actions on Education 

 
On  1/8/2021 the Emergency Board took action on three items related to 

education. These are bridging, stop-gap measures to strengthen Education 

while the legislature is not in session. 

 

• Higher Education Coordinating Commission – Emergency Student 

Financial Assistance: allocate $932,112 General Fund from the special 

purpose appropriation made to the Emergency Board for response to 

the COVID-19 pandemic public health emergency for emergency 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Committees/EB/2021-01-08-13-00
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/229212
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/229212
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student financial aid and for the Student Daycare program child care 

grants. 

• Department of Education – Child Care Assistance: allocate 

$15,000,000 from the special purpose appropriation made to the 

Emergency Board for response to the COVID-19 pandemic public 

health emergency and increase the Federal Funds expenditure 

limitation for the Early Learning Division by $22,870,000 for assisting 

child care providers. 

• Department of Education – K-12 Federal Funds Expenditure Limitation 

Increase: increase the Federal Funds expenditure limitation for the 

Oregon Department of Education by $324,887,525 and establish four 

limited duration positions (0.84 FTE) for grants to school districts and 

for staff to meet the education needs of responding to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 

Mental Health in Education Workgroup 

 
Representative Courtney Neron provided an update on the Mental Health in 

Education Workgroup stating, “While I sincerely believe investments in 

behavioral health are necessary, I want to highlight that we must 

simultaneously and aggressively attend to root causes of growing behavioral 

health challenges including racial equity issues, hunger, poverty, housing 

instability, trauma and neglect that demand societal attention.” The 

workgroup narrowed to 3 top areas of concern for student mental health: 

Mental health stigma; Limited access to behavioral healthcare and telehealth; 

Lack of Funding for school social workers, school psychologists, school 

counselors, other needed personnel, training, professional development and 

programming. LC 2570 focuses on mental health grants. 

 

Legislative Concepts in Education previewed, bills 

posting over the next week 

 
The week of January 11 OLIS will be going “live” with 2021 bills and 

committees (click on the yellow circle, then 2021 session). More than 2800 

bills will be sorted and assigned to committees for the 2021 session. The  

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/229215
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/229213
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/229213
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/227657
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/227657
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/
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session begins January 19. Bills must have a hearing in the committee where 

they begin the session by April 13 to remain alive. By May 28 bills must 

have had a hearing in the second chamber or they are dead. Target Sine Die 

for adjournment is June 18. Some Legislative Concepts were published in 

Senate Education on 12/7/2020. Details can be found here. Remember that 

these are “courtesy” placements at this point. Not all will go forward. Some 

are placeholders for committee bills to be written during the session—these 

placeholder bills frequently have “study” in the title. The 2021 legislative 

session OLIS is not yet “live” but will, in the next few weeks, provide greater 

detail about bills before the Senate and House Education committees. This 

Legislative Report went to editing on January 6 before bills were posted. 

 

Raise Up Oregon: A Statewide Early Learning System 

Plan Update 

 
The Early Learning Council released a new 2021 update report offering 

current data on the progress of Raise Up Oregon, the state’s five-year 

strategic early learning system plan. The Progress Report showcases 

advances across five state agencies between January 2019 and September 

2020 on the three system goals: 

 

1. Children arrive ready for kindergarten 

2. Children are raised in healthy, stable, and attached families 

3. The Early Learning System is aligned, coordinated, and family-

centered 

 

Raise Up Oregon: A Statewide 2019-2023 Early Learning System Plan was 

developed in 2018 at the request of Governor Kate Brown as a blueprint for 

agencies and sectors to work together and avoid silos in building equitable 

systems to serve Oregon’s young children and families. It calls for leaders 

from early care and education, K-12, health, housing, and human services to 

collaborate on this critical period of children’s lives. “COVID-19 has had a 

profound impact and has reinforced the importance of the strategies in Raise 

Up Oregon and the urgency of this collaborative work,” said Sue Miller, 

Early Learning Council chair. “The report shows significant progress with 

https://apps.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/227028
https://apps.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Committees/SED/2020-12-07-09-00
https://apps.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Committees/SED/2020-12-07-09-00/MeetingMaterials
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDYuMzI4OTI1NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL29yZWdvbmVhcmx5bGVhcm5pbmcuY29tL2Zvcm1fc2V0cy9yYWlzZS11cC1vcmVnb24tcHJvZ3Jlc3MtcmVwb3J0LTIwMTktMjAyMC1oaWdobGlnaHRzLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.CYFrkDS8uKxKHcRF4qxMOf0qYf8cZk21r7lD1iH0u38/s/1077932510/br/92738608041-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDYuMzI4OTI1NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL29yZWdvbmVhcmx5bGVhcm5pbmcuY29tL3JhaXNlLXVwLW9yZWdvbj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.9Fg51bD9siZaIDLrZUKpd4Nc-i6kNMZdxO8jq7MTUhQ/s/1077932510/br/92738608041-l
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new investments in housing, child welfare, health, and early care and 

education, along with greater coordination among agencies, as bright spots in 

supporting families.” Highlights in the report include Universally Offered 

Home Visiting, which connects families of newborns with comprehensive 

supports, paid family leave, housing stabilization services through Oregon 

Housing and Community Services, and the launch of an Early Childhood 

Equity Fund through the Student Success Act, along with further expansion 

of and historic investments in early care and education. Oregon also worked 

to protect the supply of child care during the pandemic by providing 

emergency grants to child care providers and suspended family co-payments 

and increasing income eligibility for families receiving child care assistance. 

“We know income, race and zip code are predictors of whether young 

children experience the conditions that are optimal for healthy development,” 

said Early Learning System Director Miriam Calderon. “We can only break 

the link on these factors by changing the circumstances of families and 

creating more opportunities during a child’s first 2,000 days.” 

 

Education during COVID-19 

 
The House Interim Committee On Education meeting 12/15/2020 provided 

overviews from higher education, K-12 education, early 

learning and alternative education on the challenges facing students, teachers 

and budgets while operating under Covid-19 constraints as well as wildfire 

impacts. In a December 23, 2020 press release Governor Kate Brown Directs 

State Agencies to Put More Oregon Schools on Track to Return to In-Person 

Instruction by February 15, 2021. Vaccines have been slower than 

anticipated, likely slowing a return to in-person school. 
  

  

  

  

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Committees/HED/2020-12-15-08-00
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/227386
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/227382
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/227385
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/227385
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/227389
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=53954
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=53954
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=53954

