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Education 
 
House Early Learning Committee discusses the emotional study on 
childcare problems during a pandemic, a plethora of the racial and 
poverty issues in our state are exposed. Link to the voices of parents is 
emotionally moving here. 
 
Joint Ways and Means in Education continues to hear testimony that 
students (and by inference their families), are burdened with an 
increasing cost for their postsecondary education of any type, (including 
2 or 4 yr. degrees or certificates). 
 
Dr. Cam Preus testified about the financial state of our community 
colleges. There was a considerable drop in enrollment due to the 
pandemic. 41% of all students testified to having some food insecurity, 
and 52% some housing insecurity. Interestingly there has been in the 
last decade some small increases in Latinx participation in our 
community college system, but not the equivalent increases in Black 
participation. It is computed that for every dollar a student invests in an 
education in Oregon’s community colleges, they’ll receive a cumulative 
value of $3.80 in higher earnings (18.8%). This figure may have some 
innate bias however, due to those choosing that path? 
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The Senate Education Committee heard testimony on HB 2472 all about 
renaming the Oregon Institute of Technology to the Oregon Polytechnic 
University. 
 
The faculty and students who testified were in agreement of the 
outstanding “hands on” instruction that continues to occur at this site, 
despite the disadvantages of the pandemic. The instructors themselves 
were praised by students. Sen. Robinson spoke highly of this type of 
education in our state, having attended several schools of science like 
this in his career. He stated, “This represents the repository of science 
and technology, that is extremely important, and must be supported in 
every way possible.” 
 

SB 849 (which will actually be HB 2835 when voted upon), was 
discussed, and presented by Sen. Wagner, costing approximately $5M. 
This program was already functioning on a smaller scale, requiring a law 
to be expanded statewide. The bill addresses the need for a “basic needs 
navigator position” for our state, with much bipartisan support. If 
passed, this position will help students access more affordable housing, 
SNAP food benefits, and other similar services. Communities of color and 
rural areas will particularly benefit. Sen. Dembrow pointed out that if our 
state’s purpose is to support education, we must support the student as 
well. 
 

Committee Links 
 

House Committee on Education, Senate Committee on Education, 
and House Committee on Early Childhood. Ways and Means committees 
are not restricted by the bill deadlines, Joint Committee on Ways and 
Means Subcommittee on Education. 
 

Volunteer? 
 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2472
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB0849
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2835
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/SED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HEC/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/JWMED/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/JWMED/Overview
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We are seeking 3-4 more volunteers. Early Learning, Child Care, K-12, 
Higher Education, Career Technical Education, and Youth Development 
are within this portfolio’s responsibility. 
Contact Chris Vogel,  or Anne Nesse  
  

 


