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Gun Safety (Marge Easley) 
 
The big news of the week for gun safety was a behind-the-scenes gut and 
stuff maneuver that combined SB 554 A (firearm ban in public buildings) 
and HB 2510 (Safe Storage) into one bill, just prior to a scheduled work 
session in House Rules on April 21. After much discussion, a number of 
amendments were introduced, and at a second work session on April 23, 
the -36 Amendment was adopted. SB 554 B was voted out of committee 
on a party line vote with a do- pass recommendation and now heads to 
the House floor. The revised bill includes several changes to the original 
concepts, most notably: 
 

• In the section on Safe Storage, a penalty change from strict liability 
to per se negligence,” defining “control” in relation to a firearm as 
“close enough to the firearm to prevent an unauthorized person 
from obtaining the firearm” or “is in the person’s own residence, 
either alone or with authorized person (not minors).” 

• In the section on Regulation of Firearms in Public Buildings, the 
establishment of gun free zones at all state and municipal 
buildings, court facilities, hospitals, public or private schools, and 
the passenger terminal of PDX; allowing the governing boards of 
universities, community colleges, and school districts to decide 
whether the ban on firearms applies to school grounds; posting 
clear signage at points of entry and websites; and a penalty 

https://www.lwvor.org/legislative-report
https://www.lwvor.org/legislative-report
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB554
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2510
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2510
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reduction for a Concealed Handgun License (CHL) holder from a 
Class C felony to a Class A misdemeanor. 

 
The League remains supportive of the concepts included in the bill, since 
passage will provide Oregon with much-needed tools to prevent gun 
violence. 
 

Healthcare (Bill Walsh) 
 
The House Health Care Committee (HHC) put meetings on Pause this 
week - no meetings. The Senate Health Care Committee (SHC) met twice. 
They held an Information Meeting on the ABLE (Achieving a Better Life 
Experience) Savings Plan, a state option passed by Congress in 2014 that 
allows certain people with disabilities to establish and contribute to a 
tax-free account for certain purposes without losing benefits like 
Medicaid and SSDI. They held Public Hearings on five other bills: HB 
2077 sets standards and rules for penalties in cases of lead-based paint 
situations; HB 2078 A updates Pain Management provider training rules, 
focusing especially on BIPOC populations; HB 2081 modifies the Health 
Care Cost Target Program, aims for a cap on cost growth, and sets rules 
and future penalties for exceeding target; HB 3057 realigns individual 
identifiable information related to COVID-19 for public release under 
certain conditions; HB 2627 would allow dental hygienists to “scoop & 
fill” dental wounds, therapeutic restorations, without direct supervision 
by a dentist, and thereby increasing patient access especially in rural 
Oregon; HB 2113 expands specific geographical requirements 
represented by a Physician Assistant to the Oregon Medical Board. All 
parties providing verbal testimony to the above bills were supportive. 
 

Housing (Debbie Aiona and Nancy Donovan) 
 
The House Committee on Revenue held work sessions last week on 
several bills related to housing. If passed, they would ultimately result in 
a greater supply of low-income and affordable housing. 

https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2021R1/Committees/HHC/Overview
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2021R1/Committees/SHC/Overview
https://www.oregonablesavings.com/
https://www.oregonablesavings.com/
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2077
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2077
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2078
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2081
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3057
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2627
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2113
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HB 2096 increases the maximum amount of Agricultural Workforce 
Housing Tax Credit that may be issued by the Housing and Community 
Services Department to $24 million per biennium. It is to take effect on 
January 1st, 2022. COVID-19 and the September 2020 wildfires 
underscored an insufficient supply of agricultural workforce housing. 
 
HB 2584 would increase the cap on the Oregon Affordable Housing Tax 
Credit available to affordable housing lenders from $25 million per year 
to $35 million. The housing must be subject to a rent assistance contract 
with a federal, state, or local government that limits rent to no more than 
30 percent of the tenant’s income. 
 
HB 3218:  The Senate Committee on Housing and Development held a 
hearing on HB 3218 that would expand the Housing and Community 
Services Department manufactured home preservation program to 
include support for repair or reconstruction of parks in areas destroyed 
by wildfire. 
  
HB 2446 extends the sunset on the tax exemption available for 
properties of nonprofit corporations that are used for low-income 
housing from June 30, 2022 to June 30, 2028. 
The Joint Ways and Means Subcommittee on Transportation and 
Economic Development held a work session to approve a request from 
the Housing and Community Services Department to apply for 
federal Homeowner Assistance Funds, which is part of the American 
Rescue Plan Act. It would bring $90 million to the state for mortgage 
payment assistance and other homeowner stabilization dollars. 
 
Up Next in the Legislature 
 
SB 282: Senate Housing will hold a public hearing on this emergency bill 
on April 27. The bill would extend a grace period for tenants owing back 
rent until February 28, 2022. Residential landlords would be prohibited 
from reporting nonpayment of rent accrued during the emergency 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2096
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2584
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3218
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2446
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/HAF-Guidance.pdf?mc_cid=19624d043f&mc_eid=3790602348
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB282
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period to a credit bureau and could not screen prospective tenants based 
on nonpayment of rent accrued during the grace period. These 
protections will determine whether tens of thousands of Oregonians 
have a home, or nowhere to go. This is one of many important strategies 
to create greater protections and housing stability for Oregonians who 
rent their homes. 
 

Human Services (Karen Nibler) 
 
A welcome break in legislative activity was enjoyed this week.  The lull 
gives us the chance to recheck bill status, although many with funding 
have been sent to Ways and Means. The funding may only show up as 
line items in larger state budgets so we will peruse the budget docs at the 
end of session. 
 
The Behavioral Health bills have been easier to track within the Senate 
Human Services and House Behavioral Health Committees.  SB 72 was 
presented as a technical fix for Oregon State Hospital treatment of 
dangerous persons and the coverage of costs of care in outpatient 
treatment after hospitalization. SB 189 on trial visits is dead.  SB 295-
1 on fitness to proceed will be heard in House Civil Law next week and is 
also scheduled for a work session. 
 
SB 205-2 tweaks the commitment process for extremely dangerous 
persons who are resistant to treatment and SB 206-2 considers the 
conditional release of a dangerous person and protection of 
society.  They have not yet been scheduled in House committees. 
 
House bills HB 2002 on mandatory minimum sentences, HB 2204 on tort 
claims against police officers and HB 3112 on a Cannabis Equity Board 
were sent to House Rules. HB 2169-1 on a Racial Justice Council Study 
was dead, but HB 3145-4 on the recording of police discipline within 10 
days in records by the Department of Police Safety Standards and 
Training was passed. 
 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/SHSMHR/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/SHSMHR/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HBH/Overview
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB72
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB189
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB195
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB195
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HJUDCL/Overview
http://lis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB205
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB206
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2002
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2204
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3112
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2169
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3145
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The House Rules Committee heard 3 bills related to cannabis on April 19 
and 20: HB 2281 A on the Oregon State Agriculture oversight of the 
Oregon Hemp Program, HB 3000 A on regulations in 40 page bill, and HB 
3112-12 on the proposed Cannabis Equity Board. The legislators heard 
issues in product potency, online access for minors, consumer safety and 
public health.  HB 3112 seeks to distribute funds to support minority 
business and expunge arrest records. The discussions will continue and 
additional amendments are expected. 

 
Immigration, Refugee, other Rights/Basic Needs 
(Claudia Keith) 
 
Priority Bills - League testimony submitted: 
 
SB 778 and SB 718 are supported by the Communities of Color Coalition. 
  
SB 778A Establishes the Office of Immigrant and Refugee Advancement 
to implement and oversee statewide immigrant and refugee integration 
strategy. Directs the Governor to appoint director of office. Fiscal $1.4M, 
on its way to Joint Ways & Means League Testimony 
 
SB 718 Appropriates moneys from the General Fund to the Department 
of Human Services to award grants to refugee resettlement agencies to 
provide specified services to refugees. Work Session 4/8. Passed out of 
committee 4-1. Fiscal $4.3M, (requires $600k for employment services). 
Next step Joint W&M League Testimony 
 
HB 3230 A Universal Legal Representation for persons in immigration 
matters. A number of coalitions support. (General Fund $15M, Includes 
Oregon Depart. Of Justice Funding) On its way to Joint W&M, League 
Testimony. In 2019 Innovation Law Lab: Press Release: ‘Statewide 
expansion of Oregon’s Universal Representation Immigrants 
Begin’.  Supported by Fair Shot Oregon 
 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2281
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3000
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3112
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3112
https://www.coalitioncommunitiescolor.org/2021-legislative-agenda
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB778
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/18777
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/21903
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB718
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/SHSMHR/2021-04-08-15-15/SB718/Details
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/21925
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3230
https://www.fairshotoregon.org/
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/237135
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/21907
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/21907
https://innovationlawlab.org/press-releases/equity-corps-statewide-expansion/
https://innovationlawlab.org/press-releases/equity-corps-statewide-expansion/
https://www.fairshotoregon.org/
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Active Bills we are Following, no League testimony planned at this time: 
 
HB 3265A The Sanctuary Promise Act. Work Session 4/13. (7-3) referred 
to Joint W&M. Fiscal 3.5 FTE   Supported by a number of coalitions 
including the Rural Organizing Project  and FairShotForALL. Read the 
LWVOR and LWVUS 2020 immigration resolution. 
 
SB 569 A Makes unlawful employment practice for the employer to 
require employee or prospective employee to possess or present a valid 
driver's license as a condition of employment or continuation of 
employment. Requires the employer to accept other forms of 
identification that are deemed acceptable for purposes of federal forms 
used to verify identification or employment authorization. Work Session 
was 3/16 Unanimous vote: 4/7 Senate votes 25-3-2, moves to House 
Business & Labor Policy. 
  
HB 3041 A at the request of Basic Rights Oregon, Attorney General Ellen 
Rosenblum, Labor Commissioner Val Hoyle. Removes "gender identity" 
from the definition of "sexual orientation" in ORS 174.100 and creates a 
stand-alone definition of "gender identity" in ORS 174.100. Hearing 
2/10, Work Session 3/30 Unanimous do pass with -1 4/15 House passed 
(52-2-4-2). First reading in the senate April 19. Senate 
Judiciary Public Hearing 4/29 
  
SB 70 A now in Joint W&M, Oregon Health Authority: Defines "regional 
health equity coalition" and "regional health equity coalition model." 
Requires Oregon Health Authority to work with regional health equity 
coalitions and groups utilizing regional health equity coalition model 
throughout the state fiscal $2M. Supported by OHEA 
 
SB398 A Hate/Bias Crime – ‘Ban the Noose’, work session was 3/10 with 
partisan vote. 3/26 moved with Recommendation ‘do pass’. 4/1 Senate 
vote 27-1. Referred to House Judiciary. 
 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3265
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HJUD/2021-04-08-13-00/Agenda
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/MeasureAnalysisDocument/59900
https://rop.org/2021billsbackingruralorgeon/
https://rop.org/2021billsbackingruralorgeon/
https://www.fairshotoregon.org/
https://www.lwvor.org/immigration-resolution
https://www.lwvor.org/immigration-resolution
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB569
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3041
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HJUDCL/2021-02-10-15-15/HB3041/Details
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HJUDCL/2021-02-10-15-15/HB3041/Details
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/HJUD/2021-04-01-13-00/HB3041/Details
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/19633
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Committees/SJD110/2021-04-29-08-30/HB3041/Details
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB0070
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/MeasureAnalysisDocument/56639
https://www.oregonhealthequity.org/advocacy
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB398
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB398
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB398
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HB 2508 A House passes (55-1-1-3). Adds Telemedicine to Oregon 
Health Authority. Requires Oregon Health Authority to ensure 
reimbursement of health services delivered using telemedicine. Modifies 
requirements for health benefit plan coverage of telemedicine. 
“…Improves access in rural Oregon to Health professionals…, Rep. 
Prusak, a Board Certified Registered Nurse and Family Nurse 
Practitioner, believes that by extending parity for telehealth services, the 
state will “be able to reach, and extend access, to citizens in rural and 
urban areas with mobility issues…”Legislature Press Release: ‘ House 
Democrats Lead on Increasing Telehealth Access for Vulnerable 
Populations’ -  HB 2508 will make telehealth services accessible to 
Oregonians, especially rural, senior, BIPOC and LGBTQIIA+ communities. 
 
HB 3010 now in Senate Labor & Business, 4/22 Public Hearing, work 
session is 4/29.  Requires production companies seeking reimbursement 
under Oregon Production Investment Fund programs to perform certain 
actions related to diversity, equity, and inclusion with respect to 
production for which reimbursement is sought. 
 
HB 3353 Referred to J Ways & Means. Requires Oregon Health Authority 
(OHA) to request approval from Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) to allow coordinated care organizations (CCOs) to spend 
three percent of their global budgets to address the needs of local 
communities to improve equity. 
  

  

  

  

  

  

 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2508
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/the-state-of-telehealth-oregon-2983556/
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/housedemocrats/Documents/PRESS%20RELEASE%20House%20Democrats%20Lead%20on%20Increasing%20Telehealth%20Access%20for%20Vulnerable%20Populations.pdf
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/housedemocrats/Documents/PRESS%20RELEASE%20House%20Democrats%20Lead%20on%20Increasing%20Telehealth%20Access%20for%20Vulnerable%20Populations.pdf
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/housedemocrats/Documents/PRESS%20RELEASE%20House%20Democrats%20Lead%20on%20Increasing%20Telehealth%20Access%20for%20Vulnerable%20Populations.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3010
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3353

