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By Norman Turrill, Governance Coordinator 
 
See last Legislative Report for information on current and upcoming 
governance bills.  
 

Campaign Finance Reform (Norman Turrill) 
 

There were no significant developments for campaign finance reform 
this week except maneuverings behind the scenes.  
 

Redistricting (Norman Turrill) 
 
Senate and House redistricting committees have now begun meeting, 
mostly to educate themselves about the process of drawing new 
legislative and congressional districts. 
 
The Census Bureau announced 1/27/21 that apportionment data (used 
for distributing seats in Congress) will not be available until about 
4/30/21. It is not known when redistricting data (used for redrawing 
congressional and legislative districts) will be available, but the Bureau 
said it would not be before 7/30/21. These dates are a major, major 
problem for Oregon. The Oregon Constitution says the legislature must 
complete any redistricting plan by July 1. After that the legislative 
process passes to the Secretary of State, who must complete legislative 
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redistricting by August 15. The congressional redistricting process 
passes to the courts. Speculation is now rampant about how this 
situation will play out. Since filing for the 2022 elections starts in 
September, we could end up using the current districts for the next 
elections! 
 

Electoral System Bills (Barbara Klein) 
 
Both our new national position and recent Oregon position on Electoral 
Systems may get a work-out this session. 
 
Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) bills: Four (4) bills using RCV were 
submitted; 3 in the House and 1 in the Senate. In summary, one bill is for 
nonpartisan statewide races; one allows RCV for military and overseas 
elections, another assures voting machinery compatibility, and the final 
(Senate) bill is one that allows “options” for local counties. Each is 
currently in the corresponding Rules committee. 
 
HB 2678 (Rayfield, Campos, Golden, Dembrow) uses RCV for nonpartisan 
state offices as well as county/city offices where home rule does not 
apply. 
 
HB 2685 (Rayfield) requires RCV for Overseas and Military ballots. 
 
HB 2686 (Rayfield) requires that voting machinery (or tally systems) 
statewide, which the SoS approves, must accommodate RCV elections or 
any other electoral system which is adopted by the voters and 
authorized under the Oregon Constitution. 
 
SB 343 (Golden) is what we often call a “local options” bill. It permits 
counties to adopt RCV to conduct county elections. 
 
Current Coalition: According to Michelle Hicks, Field Manager for APANO 
and APANO Communities United Fund and Blair Bobier, former chair of 
the successful Benton County RCV campaign, a RCV coalition in Oregon is 
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forming. At this time we learned of some of the following coalition 
members: APANO (Lead), Next Up Action Fund, Northwest Health 
Foundation, AFSCME, UFCW 555, Forward Together Action Fund, and 
More Equitable Democracy Action. 
 
STAR Voting (Score Then Automatic Runoff): Sara Wolk (Equal Vote 
Coalition) reported to LWV Governance Coordinator Norman Turrill that 
a Legislative Concept draft is being sponsored by Rep. Zach Hudson 
(District 49). Hudson endorses STAR voting on his website. 
 
Condorcet Voting: Joe Hoffman, a new LWV member, is promoting an 
initiative called an “Improved Version of Ranked Choice Voting” that is a 
form of Condorcet (info on Condorcet available from the LWVOR Election 
Method study). The initiative information can be seen 
at www.Oregonrankedchoice.org. 
 
Other activities: At this time, we cannot confirm a report about a bill or 
initiative being proposed to adopt Approval Voting (which the LWVOR 
Position discourages and which can also be explored in our study linked 
above). 
 

Oregon Open Primaries Group is asking to “Let All Voters Vote” since all 
tax-payers subsidize the party primaries and 34% of Oregonians are 
registered as non-affiliated and cannot vote in party primaries. It is 
unclear if the Oregon Open Primary movement is based on a “top-two” 
primary (as seen in Washington and California and rejected in other 
states like Oregon and Florida). Or if they may support any of the newer 
ideas being promoted nationwide such as Final 4 (as passed in Alaska) or 
Final 5 open primaries; these approaches use Ranked Voting in the 
general election. 
 

Voting While Incarcerated (Marge Easley) 
 

Two separate bills have been introduced to allow incarcerated 
individuals to vote in Oregon, a concept with far-reaching significance 
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beyond this state. HB 2366 and SB 571, co-sponsored by at least 18 
Democratic legislators, would allow persons convicted of felonies to 
register to vote, update voter registration, and vote in elections while 
incarcerated. Although Vermont and Maine have always allowed inmates 
to vote, passage of this legislation would make Oregon the first state to 
abolish felony disenfranchisement for those in prison and pave the way 
for other states to consider this step. Oregon is currently one of 19 states 
to allow felons to vote upon release from prison. 
 

League support for this legislation is based on the LWVUS “Citizen’s 
Right to Vote” Position. We also agree with proponents that racial 
inequities in the criminal justice system have created vast disparities in 
sentencing, beginning in the Jim Crow era with the purpose of 
suppressing the votes of former slaves. Current thinking is that the idea 
of “civil death” should have no place in our society, given the goal is to 
reintegrate inmates as quickly as possible into the community upon 
release. 
The Governance group of the LWVOR Action Committee is looking for 
new volunteer members, particularly to follow bills in public records, 
open meetings and related issues. Contact Norman Turrill. 
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