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Healthcare (Bill Walsh) 
 
The 04/13/21 deadline arrival to hold a Work Session on bills 
originating in each chamber drove the House Health Care (HHC) and 
Senate Health Care (SHC) Committees in a flurry. HHC passed HB 
3062 which is a “placeholder” bill by the Speaker, sent it to the Rules 
Committee so it did not die, and it is likely to emerge later in the session 
with details as yet unknown; HB 3036 was a collaborative agreement 
among stakeholders to increase rural access by allowing nurse 
practitioners to practice without being under a supervising 
physician; HB 2622 requires hospitals and surgical centers to use smoke 
evacuation systems when procedures produce smoke; HB 3353 requires 
the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) to seek a federal waiver to allow 
Community Care Organizations (CCOs) to invest in health equity 
measures in communities they serve; HB 3108 requires most health 
insurance policies to provide reimburse for at least three primary care 
visits annually; HB 3352, named the Health Care for All Oregon program, 
expands eligibility regardless of immigration status to adults over 19 for 
medical assistance; HB 2164 directs the Governor’s Office to study and 
recommend plans to cover all Oregonians under 26 years of age; HB 
3159 requires providers and insurers to collect patient data on race, 
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ethnicity, preferred language, disability status, sexual orientation and 
gender identity, in order to track this data on vulnerable populations; HB 
2046 re-aligns state and federal ACA regulations; HB 2958 allows 
pharmacists to prescribe medications for opiate withdrawal and HIV 
drugs after an assessment; HB 2359 requires providers to use 
interpreters from an OHA registry; HB 2528 directs the Oregon Board of 
Dentistry to issue dental therapist licenses to increase the scope of 
service statewide; HB 2327 requires the Department of Human Services 
to do a study of long-term care access issues; HB 2648 allows 
pharmacists to dispense and track drugs containing pseudoephedrine 
(contains meth precursors) to persons 18 years of age and older; HB 
2076 and HB 2541 died without a vote. 
 
Of special note, HB 2010, the Oregon Public Option health care bill, 
passed out of HHC, squeaking out just before the deadline. The bill is 
aspirational but lays out a pathway to operations via voluntary sign-ups 
by early 2022. DCBS and OHA must apply for federal waivers to 
accomplish the Public Option goals: 
 

• Using the Oregon Prescription Drug Program to purchase drugs 
and medical equipment and/or cooperate with regional states to 
increase buying power; 

• Provide options to Public Employee and Educator Benefits Boards 
to voluntarily join the new Public Option plan; 

• Offer the plan to small businesses statewide; 
• Use the ACA Marketplace to market the plan; 
• Pay 100% of the Medicare reimbursement rates; 
• Support the findings of the Universal Health Care Task Force 

created by SB 770 in 2019; 
• Enlarge the risk pool and pass savings along to consumers. 

 

Co-sponsors Rep Andrea Salinas (D) and Rep Cedrick Hayden (R), both 
HHC Vice-Chairs, merged their separate Public Option bills into this one 
bipartisan bill. 
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SHC finished up by passing SB 781, which clarifies providing test results 
to patients; SB 800 requires OHA to study and recommend legislative 
changes to increase access to health care for all Oregonians; SB 
719 resets the rules for release of public aggregate data to the press as 
long as individual patient data is maintained; SB 758 is an omnibus 
Medical and Therapeutic Cannabis Act bill updating production, 
cardholder, registration, and other aspects of marijuana rules and 
regulations; and SB 705 add two members representing physician 
assistants to the Oregon Medical Board. 
 

Housing (Debbie Aiona and Nancy Donovan) 
 
Last Week in Salem 
 
HB 3115: A priority bill for House Speaker Tina Kotek passed with a 35-
23 vote, and now heads to the Senate. It provides that local sit-lie 
ordinances must be “objectively reasonable as to time, place, and manner 
with regards to persons experiencing homelessness” and affirms the 
right of homeless persons to challenge these ordinances in court. The bill 
brings Oregon law in alignment with a 2019 9th Circuit Court ruling that 
struck down a Boise, ID sit-lie ordinance on the grounds it violated the 
Constitution’s ban on cruel and unusual punishment. LWVOR provided 
a letter in support. 
 
HB 2100: Currently, the Housing and Community Services Department 
distributes federal and state anti-poverty funds to 18 Community Action 
Agencies located throughout the state. Those agencies work with local 
providers to serve individuals in need of homeless services. The House 
Committee on Housing held a work session on HB 2100. The bill would 
change how those resources are distributed in order to ensure that a 
portion of the funds go to culturally-responsive organizations for the 
purpose of addressing the disproportionate representation of Black and 
Indigenous Oregonians who are homeless. The bill would also create a 
Task Force on Homelessness and Racial Disparities to identify potential 
changes to funding structures. 
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SB 282: would provide a grace period for tenants owing back rent until 
February 28, 2022. The Senate voted to approve, 25 – 5. 
 
HB 2364: Nationwide, manufactured home parks provide a significant 
source of unsubsidized affordable housing. In Oregon, these homes 
represent 8%of the housing stock and 16% of the affordable housing 
supply. HB 2364 would require the park owner to inform the tenants if 
they are selling. The tenants would have the right to form a committee, 
receive financial and other information from the seller, and have 45 days 
to form an entity capable of making an offer. The bill is headed to the 
House floor. 
 
HB 2427: This bill did not move forward out of the House Committee on 
Housing. It would have required landlords to use a universal rental 
application and prohibit them from charging a screening fee greater than 
$10. Representatives Meek, along with Rep. Zika, plan to convene a 
workgroup to study barriers for low-income Oregonians to obtain stable 
housing, with the intention of introducing a similar bill in 2022. 
 
HB 2367 did not move forward out of the House Committee on Judiciary. 
The bill would have established the Right to Rest Act and remove 
penalties, fines, or arrests for people experiencing homelessness as they 
eat, sleep, and sit in public, without a safe place to call home. 
 
HB 3261: Senate Housing and Development is holding public hearings on 
bills already heard in the House. HB 3261 would support Project 
Turnkey and require local governments to allow conversions of hotels 
and motels into emergency shelter and, eventually, affordable housing. 
The buildings must be located within the urban growth boundary and 
have access to transportation and services. 
 
HB 3218: Senate Housing and Development will hold a public hearing on 
HB 3218, to allow Housing and Community Services to use grant funds to 
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support restoration or reconstruction of manufactured home parks 
destroyed by natural disasters. 
 
HB 2006: Local jurisdictions would be required to be more flexible in 
siting emergency shelters within urban growth boundaries or areas 
zoned rural residential. It also requires the Housing and Community 
Services Department to use Emergency Housing Account funds for 
technical assistance to organizations interested in developing and 
operating emergency shelters or transitional housing until January 2, 
2024. Senate Housing will hold a hearing on this bill. 
 
Up Next in Salem 
 
On April 19, the House Committee on Revenue will hold work sessions 
for committee discussion on bills related to affordable housing: 
 

• HB 2584 increases the Oregon Affordable Housing Tax Credit cap 
allowed in any fiscal year from $25 million to $35 million. 

• HB 2446 extends the sunset on the tax exemption available for 
properties of nonprofit corporations used for low-income housing, 
from June 30, 2022 to June 30, 2028. 

• HB 2096 increases the maximum amount of Agricultural 
Workforce Housing Tax Credit that may be issued by the Housing 
and Community Services Department from $3.625 million to $24 
million in total potential credits claimed in a biennium, to take 
effect January 1, 2022. COVID-19 and the September 2020 
wildfires underscored an insufficient supply of agricultural 
workforce housing. 

• HB 3364 creates a preservation tax credit against income taxes for 
purchasing publicly supported housing to preserve the existing 
stock of affordable housing. It applies to sales of housing 
completed in tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2022, and 
before January 1, 2028. 

 

Human Services (Karen Nibler) 
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SO WHAT SURVIVED THE FIRST CHAMBER DEADLINES 
 
A few bills were sent to Rules Committees, which means they had some 
aspect which was not agreed upon but had merits overall. The bills get 
another chance with more amendments. One of those bills was SB 401, 
which proposed that mandatory minimum sentences be changed to 
presumptive sentences, and another, SB 48-2, proposed a pre-trial 
release schedule from jails and which was proposed to continue in a 
Criminal Justice Commission workgroup. 
 
Senate Judiciary passed SB 197 on mandatory reporters in private 
schools, SB 198 on indemnity for aid and assist services in community 
mental health programs, and SB 200-1 on District Attorney’s policy for 
Guilty Except for Insanity. The Psychiatric Security Review Board had 2 
bills SB 205-2 and SB 206-2 on the conditional release from the Oregon 
State Hospital. 
 
SB 418-2 limits police interviews of youth in custody. SB 499-6 covers 
relief in wrongful conviction cases but it was not sent to W&Ms. SB 
668 asks the Criminal Justice Commission to study the use of police body 
cameras. SB 835-4 on early medical release from the Department of 
Corrections prisons was the last bill passed in this committee, sent to 
W&Ms. 
 
SB 755 on Ballot Measure 110 Implementation was discussed over 
several days and finally passed with a –32 amendment but will probably 
get worked over again in House Judiciary. 
 
SB 817-6 on elimination of fees within the Juvenile system passed 
earlier, was sent to W&Ms. 
The House Judiciary Committee prepared long agendas in the past few 
weeks. On April 13, the committee passed HB 2003 on the Public Defense 
Services Commission, HB 2172-4 on a reduction in sentencing bill, 
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and HB 2239-1 on Veterans Courts in addition to other county specialty 
courts. 
 
HB 2935-6 seeks to eliminate school discrimination in sports 
programs, HB 3096-2 hires a gender responsive coordinator for the 
Coffee Creek Correctional Facility, and HB 3229-1 modifies Oregon 
Criminal Justice Commission membership. 
 
HB 3230-7 replaces the original measure with a Universal 
Representation Fund for immigrant legal matters. The bill proposes 
grants to agencies and funds to the Oregon Judicial Department for this 
purpose. HB 3327 continues to provide funds to the Department of 
Justice for housing for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. Of 
course, these bills will be sent to Ways and Means for budget 
decisions. HB 3265-3 was controversial as it dealt with immigration 
notifications. 
The Rules Committee will receive a few of the latest bills: HB 2002 on 
mandatory minimums reductions to presumptive sentences, HB 2204 on 
tort claims against public safety officers, and HB 3112 on the Cannabis 
Equity Board. 
 
The House Behavioral Health Committee considered alcohol taxes in HB 
3377, opposed by many members. Three amendments were submitted. 
The -3 proposed to reduce excessive alcohol consumption through the 
pricing and tax mechanism. A letter supporting the -3 was prepared but 
not accepted as only letters on the base bill are received. However, the 
committee chose the -5 which established a Task Force on Substance 
Use. The bill was sent to Ways and Means for costs in providing for the 
task force. 
 
HB 2949-26 will provide scholarships and stipends for the mental health 
workforce. HB3046-4 made changes to Behavioral Health benefits in the 
Coordinated Care Organizations throughout a 39 page bill. HB 3069-
4 will increase access to services through mobile crisis teams, peer 
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support specialists, a crisis hotline, urgent care walk-ins, and crisis 
stabilization. 
 
The Oregon Judicial Department Budget HB 5012 was considered in the 
Ways and Means Public Safety Subcommittee over 3 days in mid-
April. HB 2177 on the State Court Technology Fund was filed earlier due 
to a shortage of funds to operate the e-Court System. The bill proposed to 
charge county courts for the state court services. The bill passed in 
House Judiciary. This issue was brought before W&Ms by the OJD staff 
along with the urgent need for additional judges in Deschutes and 
Josephine Counties. The Public Hearing was well attended and several 
county judges and practicing attorneys testified. LWVOR submitted a 
letter in support. 
 

Immigration, Refugee, other Rights/Basic Needs 
(Claudia Keith) 
 
Priority Bills - League testimony submitted: 
 
SB 778 and SB 718 are supported by the Communities of Color Coalition. 
  
SB 778-2 Establishes the Office of Immigrant and Refugee Advancement 
to implement and oversee statewide immigrant and refugee integration 
strategy. Directs the Governor to appoint director of office. Fiscal $1.4M, 
on its way to Joint Ways & Means League Testimony 
 
SB 718 Appropriates moneys from the General Fund to the Department 
of Human Services to award grants to refugee resettlement agencies to 
provide specified services to refugees. Work Session 4/8. Passed out of 
committee 4-1. Fiscal $4.3M, (requires $600k for employment services). 
Next step Joint W&M League Testimony 
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HB 3230-7 Universal Legal Representation for persons in immigration 
matters. A number of coalitions support. (General Fund $15M, Includes 
ODOJ Funding) On its way to Joint W&M, League Testimony 
 
Active Bills we are Following, no League testimony planned at this time: 
 
HB 3265-3 The Sanctuary Promise Act. Work Session 4/13. (7-3) 
referred to Joint W&M. Read the LWVOR and LWVUS 2020 
immigration resolution. Supported by a number of coalitions 
including ROP and FairShotForALL. 
 
SB 569 A-1 Makes unlawful employment practice for the employer to 
require employee or prospective employee to possess or present a valid 
driver's license as a condition of employment or continuation of 
employment. Requires the employer to accept other forms of 
identification that are deemed acceptable for purposes of federal forms 
used to verify identification or employment authorization. Work Session 
was 3/16 Unanimous vote: 4/7 Senate votes 25-3-2, moves to House 
Business & Labor Policy. 
  
HB 3041A at the request of Basic Rights Oregon, Attorney General Ellen 
Rosenblum, BoLI Commissioner Val Hoyle. Removes "gender identity" 
from the definition of "sexual orientation" in ORS 174.100 and creates a 
stand-alone definition of "gender identity" in ORS 174.100. Hearing 
2/10, Work Session 3/30 Unanimous do pass with -1 4/15 House passed 
(52-2-4-2). First reading in the senate April 19. 
  

SB 70 now in Joint W&M, Oregon Health Authority: Defines "regional 
health equity coalition" and "regional health equity coalition model." 
Requires Oregon Health Authority to work with regional health equity 
coalitions and groups utilizing regional health equity coalition model 
throughout the state fiscal $2M. 
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SB398 A Hate/Bias Crime – ‘Ban the Noose’, work session was 3/10 with 
partisan vote. 3/26 moved with Recommendation ‘do pass’. 4/1 Senate 
vote 27-1. Referred to House Judiciary. 
 
HB 2508 A House passes (55-1-1-3). Adds Telemedicine to Oregon 
Health Authority. Requires Oregon Health Authority to ensure 
reimbursement of health services delivered using telemedicine. Modifies 
requirements for health benefit plan coverage of telemedicine. 
“…Improves access in rural Oregon to Health professionals…, Rep. 
Prusak, a Board Certified Registered Nurse and Family Nurse 
Practitioner, believes that by extending parity for telehealth services, the 
state will “be able to reach, and extend access, to citizens in rural and 
urban areas with mobility issues…” 
 

HB 3010 now in Senate Labor & Business, 4/22 Public Hearing. Requires 
production companies seeking reimbursement under Oregon Production 
Investment Fund programs to perform certain actions related to 
diversity, equity, and inclusion with respect to production for which 
reimbursement is sought. 
  

Gun Safety (Marge Easley) 
 
Two of the three gun bills still in play this session are now sitting in the 
House Rules Committee, which is not subject to session deadlines. 
 
SB 554 (ban on firearms in public buildings) is scheduled for public 
hearings on April 21 and 22. HB 2543 (closes Charleston Loophole) is 
not scheduled for public hearing, which may be a death knell, or it may 
be a way to keep it alive and forestall a Republican walkout. The third 
bill, HB 2510 (Safe Storage), requires gun owners to safely secure 
firearms and is up for consideration on the House floor on April 19. 
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