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Healthcare (Bill Walsh)

In the House Health Care Committee (HHC) this week we relearned that
controversy and debate take a lot of time. HHC spent over an hour over
two meetings dealing with HB 2362 before it squeaked through to
passage and was sent to Ways and Means (W&M). The bill would require
approval from the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) prior to mergers,
acquisitions, or affiliations of entities, e.g., hospital mergers, involving
significant patient revenue. HHC also passed HB 2517, which requires
Coordinated Care Organizations (CCOs) to report prior authorization
information to OHA; and HB 2623 that sets a limit, $105 for 90 day
supply, on cost-sharing for insulin. HHC held Public Hearings on_ HB
3159, requiring providers and insurers to collect data (race, ethnicity,
language, disability, sexual orientation and gender identity) on patients
and report to OHA, which will set up a system to track this data; HB
3353 OHA to seek federal approval in Medicaid to allow CCOs to spend
funds on health equity services in the community; and HB

3231 establishes a State Board of Sign Language Interpreters within
OHA. Next week will be busy as HHC carried over eight bills House

Bills 2622, 2648, 2327, 3108, 2076, 2359, 2046, and 2958.

Senate Health Care Committee (SHC), working under time pressures,
managed to pass the following bills: SB 610 which creates a financial
grant program within the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) for doctoral
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candidates to provide cultural competency training; SB 850 requires that
death reports now include housing status to track homelessness; SB
629 allows telepharmacy in remote areas; SB 12 was changed to a study
to determine whether it would save money if Public Employees Benefit
Board (PEBB) and Oregon Educators Benefit Board (OEB) cover travel
costs to Mexico and Canada to fill prescriptions and sent on to W&M;_SB
748 requires PEBB, OEB, and private insurers to cover adult disabled
children and siblings under certain circumstances;_ SB 684 would change
the rules to settle disputes between providers and the Oregon Medical
Board but was moved to an Information Session; SB 699 prohibits
grandfathered insurance plans from imposing preexisting condition
exclusion; SB 772 requires that naturopathic physicians be paid at the
same rate as licensed physicians; SB 168 requires insurance plans to
cover fertility and reproductive endocrinology services; SB 157 exempts
medical marijuana registry cardholders from paying sales tax on
product. Four important drug bills passed: SB 848 establishes an Office
of Pharmaceutical Purchasing for bulk purchasing within OHA; SB

763 requires a license from the Department of Consumer and Business
Services to do drug business; SB 764 stops the alleged “Pay to Delay”
pharmaceutical practice; and_SB 844 establishes Prescription Drug
Affordability Board within DCBS

Housing (Debbie Aiona and Nancy Donovan)

Last week in Salem some of the major housing bills moved to floor votes
in either the House or Senate.

SB 852: The Mortgage Interest Deduction reform passed out of the
House and Senate Housing Committees and has been referred to the
Senate Finance and Revenue Committee. This important reform would
phase out the deduction for the top five percent of taxpayers and
reallocate the savings towards affordable homeownership and
prevention of homelessness. LWVOR submitted a_letter in support.

SB 5505: This bill allocates bonding for a wide variety of capital projects,
including housing. The Joint Committee in Capital Construction held a
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public hearing on April 9. The League submitted aletter in support of
$50 million in General Obligation bonds for development of permanent
supportive housing. Studies have shown that pairing supportive services
with affordable housing for vulnerable individuals and families not only
resolves homelessness and increases housing stability, but also improves
health and lowers public costs by reducing the use of publicly-funded
crisis services.

HB 2009: The House voted to reinstate Oregon’s temporary mortgage
payment deferral and protection from foreclosure through June 30,
2021. The bill grants the Governor the authority to extend this
foreclosure moratorium twice more in three-month increments. These
protections will help keep people in their homes until the economy can
recover from the effects of the pandemic.

HB 3184: Funding for a Portland State University study of a state
program for long-term rent assistance similar to the federal Section 8
program, advanced to the Ways and Means Committee. Northwest Pilot
Project, a Portland non-profit that serves seniors experiencing housing
instability or homelessness, piloted a long-term rent assistance_program
and evaluation that demonstrated the benefits of this type of support.

Tuesday. April 13 marks the next deadline in the Legislative session. By
the end of the day on Tuesday, bills must have moved out of their policy
committees in their chamber of origin in either the House or Senate and
head to their next stop: Ways and Means, Revenue, Rules, or the Floor.
Bills that are not ready to meet this deadline will die for the season.

The Senate is scheduled to vote on SB 282, which provides protections
for renters after July 1, by instituting a grace period for paying back rent.

The House Committee on Judiciary will hold both a public hearing and
possible work session on HB 2367 establishing the Right to Rest Act. This
bill would remove penalties or fines or arrests for people experiencing
homelessness as they eat, sleep, and sit in public, without a safe home to
go to. The bill was introduced by Rep. Winsvey Campos, Oregon's
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youngest legislator and a person who lived with housing instability while
growing up.

Human Services (Karen Nibler)

Public Safety Ways and Means heard a presentation from the Oregon
Judicial Department on April 7 and will continue on April 12 and 13. The
League did a study on the Oregon Judiciary in 2006 and 2007 which led
to support for the OJD Budget since then. This session HB 5012 drew our
support again.

The Police Accountability bills were heard in the House Judiciary
Committee over 2 days this week. HB 2162-4 covered police
accreditation, HB 2928-3 prohibits chemical use on riots, HB 2929-3 logs
police misconduct reports at the Department of Public Safety and
Standards and Training, HB 2930-1 limits arbitrators, HB 2932-6 keeps a
database on the use of force in the Oregon Criminal Justice Commission,
and HB 2936-5 gives the Department of Public Safety Standards and
Training (DPSST) the responsibility of background investigations of new
hires.

HB 2928 -3, regulating the use of tear gas and pepper spray by police
against crowds, passed out of committee unanimously and has been
referred to Ways and Means. The Fiscal Impact Statement indicates a
cost of about $1.5 million to the Oregon State Police.

HB 3059-1 covered the unlawful assembly of 5 or more persons. Police
may order to disperse or arrest for any unlawful activity. HB 3175-

2 establishes an online database of disciplinary actions within DPSST. HB
3355-2 covers police or sheriff identification during crowd control. The
bills that involve state agency costs were referred to Ways and Means.
The last bill involved local costs.

The Senate Judiciary Committee has a long list of proposed bills
scheduled for next week, many with amendments that replace the
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original bill. This week they passed SB 199 -5 on an advance directive
form, SB 731-1 on tribal police officers, SB 751 -2 on discovery to
defendants, SB 766 on restraining orders to protect victims, SB 778 -2 to
establish Office of Immigrant and Refugee Advancement, and SB 823 -

1 and 2 on notice that firearms may be restricted.

Senate Human Services passed several bills on prohibited discipline in
children’s programs on April 6. SB 710 -5 defined restraint and seclusion
limits in foster care or residential programs along with staff training
requirements in the 34 page bill. Other bills covered mental health
facilities.

Earlier the committee passed SB 563 on a Youth Suicide Intervention and
Prevention Advisory Committee within the Oregon Health Authority,

and SB 682 for an Adult Intervention and Prevention Coordinator in
OHA, which was referred to Ways and Means.

SB 680 on peer respite treatment and SB 686 on telemedicine visits were
passed on April 8. SB 755 on the BM 110 implementation is still in the
Senate Judiciary.

House Behavioral Health considered HB 3377-3, which was a tax on
alcohol to be used for prevention and treatment. However, the bill was
amended again and passed on April 7.

House Human Services passed HB 2119 -2 which transferred the 211
information system to The Department of Human Services and HB
2754 on services for domestic violence within the DHS Self Sufficiency
program. HB 2544-1 proposed funding for Homeless Youth, which was
passed and referred to Ways and Means. The League proposed a larger
study of needs throughout the state, which was not addressed by the
committee. However, the DHS staff reported that the need for a study
was recognized and is already in process.

Immigration, Refugee, other Rights/Basic Needs
(Claudia Keith)
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Priority Bills - League testimony submitted:

SB778 and SB 718 are supported by Communities of Color Coalition

SB 778 -2 Establishes Office of Immigrant and Refugee Advancement to
implement and oversee statewide immigrant and refugee integration
strategy. Directs Governor to appoint director of office. Fiscal

$1.4M , Hearing was 3/30, Work Session 4/6, Passed out of committee
(4-2-1) League Testimony

SB 718 Appropriates moneys from the General Fund to the Department
of Human Services to award grants to refugee resettlement agencies to
provide specified services to refugees. Hearing was 3/30 Work Session
4/8. Passed out of committee 4-1. Fiscal $4.3M, (requires $600k for
employment services). League Testimony

HB 3230 Universal Legal Representation for persons in immigration
matters. A number of coalitions support. (General Fund $15M, Includes
ODO]J Funding) Hearing was 3/30 and Work session 4/13, League

Testimony

Following, no League testimony planned at this time:

HB 3265 The Sanctuary Promise Act. Public hearing 3/25, Work
Session 4 /13 Read the LWVOR and LWVUS 2020

immigration resolution. Supported by a number of coalitions
including ROP_and FairShotForALL

SB 569 A Makes unlawful employment practice for employer to require
employee or prospective employee to possess or present a valid driver's
license as a condition of employment or continuation of employment.
Requires employer to accept other forms of identification that are
deemed acceptable for purposes of federal forms used to verify
identification or employment authorization. Work Session was 3/16
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Unanimous vote: 4/7 Senate votes 25-3-2, moves to House.
Recommendation: Do pass with amendments. (Printed A-Eng.) “

HB 2169 Gov Brown: directs Racial Justice Council to study potential
changes to criminal justice system, PH 3 /18 work session cancelled, bill
is now dead.

HB 3041 -1 at the request of Basic Rights Oregon, Attorney General Ellen
Rosenblum, Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor and Industries Val
Hoyle. Removes "gender identity" from the definition of "sexual
orientation” in ORS 174.100 and creates stand-alone definition of
"gender identity"” in ORS 174.100. Hearing 2/10, Work Session

3/30 Unanimous due pass with -1

SB 70 Work session held 2/22, in Joint W&M, Oregon Health Authority:
Defines "regional health equity coalition" and "regional health equity
coalition model." Requires Oregon Health Authority to work with
regional health equity coalitions and groups utilizing regional health
equity coalition model throughout the state fiscal $2M

SB398 A Hate/Bias Crime - ‘Ban the Noose’, work session was 3/10 with
partisan vote. 3/26 moved with Recommendation ‘do Pass’. 4/1 Senate
vote 27-1. Moved to House.

HB 2508 A work session 3 /25, vote 9 -1, now in House 3rd Reading
Carried Over to Apr 10. Adds Telemedicine to Oregon Health Authority.
Requires Oregon Health Authority to ensure reimbursement of health
services delivered using telemedicine. Modifies requirements for health
benefit plan coverage of telemedicine. “...Improves access in rural
Oregon to Health professionals..., Rep. Prusak, a Board Certified
Registered Nurse and Family Nurse Practitioner, who believe that by
extending parity for telehealth services, the state will “be able to reach,
and extend access, to citizens in rural and urban areas with mobility
issues...”
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HB 3010 now in House 3rd Reading Carried Over to Apr 10. Requires
production companies seeking reimbursement under Oregon Production
Investment Fund programs to perform certain actions related to
diversity, equity and inclusion with respect to production for which
reimbursement is sought.

SB 289 Directs office of Governor, in consultation with Racial Justice
Council's Environmental Equity Committee, to study laws related to the
environment and provide results. Passed out of policy committee (4-1).

Social Policy
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By Marge Easley, Bill Walsh, Nancy Donovan, Karen Nibler
and Debbie Aiona, Social Policy Portfolio

Healthcare (Bill Walsh)

In the House Health Care Committee (HHC) this week we relearned that
controversy and debate take a lot of time. HHC spent over an hour over
two meetings dealing with_ HB 2362 before it squeaked through to
passage and was sent to Ways and Means (W&M). The bill would require
approval from the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) prior to mergers,
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acquisitions, or affiliations of entities, e.g., hospital mergers, involving
significant patient revenue. HHC also passed HB 2517, which requires
Coordinated Care Organizations (CCOs) to report prior authorization
information to OHA; and HB 2623 that sets a limit, $105 for 90 day
supply, on cost-sharing for insulin. HHC held Public Hearings on_ HB
3159, requiring providers and insurers to collect data (race, ethnicity,
language, disability, sexual orientation and gender identity) on patients
and report to OHA, which will set up a system to track this data; HB
3353 OHA to seek federal approval in Medicaid to allow CCOs to spend
funds on health equity services in the community; and HB

3231 establishes a State Board of Sign Language Interpreters within
OHA. Next week will be busy as HHC carried over eight bills House
Bills 2622, 2648, 2327,3108, 2076, 2359, 2046, and_ 2958.

Senate Health Care Committee (SHC), working under time pressures,
managed to pass the following bills: SB 610 which creates a financial
grant program within the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) for doctoral
candidates to provide cultural competency training; SB 850 requires that
death reports now include housing status to track homelessness; SB
629 allows telepharmacy in remote areas; SB 12 was changed to a study
to determine whether it would save money if Public Employees Benefit
Board (PEBB) and Oregon Educators Benefit Board (OEB) cover travel
costs to Mexico and Canada to fill prescriptions and sent on to W&M; SB
748 requires PEBB, OEB, and private insurers to cover adult disabled
children and siblings under certain circumstances;_ SB 684 would change
the rules to settle disputes between providers and the Oregon Medical
Board but was moved to an Information Session; SB 699 prohibits
grandfathered insurance plans from imposing preexisting condition
exclusion; SB 772 requires that naturopathic physicians be paid at the
same rate as licensed physicians; SB 168 requires insurance plans to
cover fertility and reproductive endocrinology services; SB 157 exempts
medical marijuana registry cardholders from paying sales tax on
product. Four important drug bills passed: SB 848 establishes an Office
of Pharmaceutical Purchasing for bulk purchasing within OHA; SB

763 requires a license from the Department of Consumer and Business
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Services to do drug business; SB 764 stops the alleged “Pay to Delay”
pharmaceutical practice; and_SB 844 establishes Prescription Drug
Affordability Board within DCBS

Housing (Debbie Aiona and Nancy Donovan)

Last week in Salem some of the major housing bills moved to floor votes
in either the House or Senate.

SB 852: The Mortgage Interest Deduction reform passed out of the
House and Senate Housing Committees and has been referred to the
Senate Finance and Revenue Committee. This important reform would
phase out the deduction for the top five percent of taxpayers and
reallocate the savings towards affordable homeownership and
prevention of homelessness. LWVOR submitted a letter in support.

SB 5505: This bill allocates bonding for a wide variety of capital projects,
including housing. The Joint Committee in Capital Construction held a
public hearing on April 9. The League submitted aletter in support of
$50 million in General Obligation bonds for development of permanent
supportive housing. Studies have shown that pairing supportive services
with affordable housing for vulnerable individuals and families not only
resolves homelessness and increases housing stability, but also improves
health and lowers public costs by reducing the use of publicly-funded
crisis services.

HB 2009: The House voted to reinstate Oregon’s temporary mortgage
payment deferral and protection from foreclosure through June 30,
2021. The bill grants the Governor the authority to extend this
foreclosure moratorium twice more in three-month increments. These
protections will help keep people in their homes until the economy can
recover from the effects of the pandemic.

HB 3184: Funding for a Portland State University study of a state
program for long-term rent assistance similar to the federal Section 8
program, advanced to the Ways and Means Committee. Northwest Pilot
Project, a Portland non-profit that serves seniors experiencing housing
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instability or homelessness, piloted a long-term rent assistance_program
and evaluation that demonstrated the benefits of this type of support.

Tuesday. April 13 marks the next deadline in the Legislative session. By
the end of the day on Tuesday, bills must have moved out of their policy
committees in their chamber of origin in either the House or Senate and
head to their next stop: Ways and Means, Revenue, Rules, or the Floor.
Bills that are not ready to meet this deadline will die for the season.

The Senate is scheduled to vote on SB 282, which provides protections
for renters after July 1, by instituting a grace period for paying back rent.

The House Committee on Judiciary will hold both a public hearing and
possible work session on HB 2367 establishing the Right to Rest Act. This
bill would remove penalties or fines or arrests for people experiencing
homelessness as they eat, sleep, and sit in public, without a safe home to
go to. The bill was introduced by Rep. Winsvey Campos, Oregon's
youngest legislator and a person who lived with housing instability while
growing up.

Human Services (Karen Nibler)

Public Safety Ways and Means heard a presentation from the Oregon
Judicial Department on April 7 and will continue on April 12 and 13. The
League did a study on the Oregon Judiciary in 2006 and 2007 which led
to support for the OJD Budget since then. This session HB 5012 drew our
support again.

The Police Accountability bills were heard in the House Judiciary
Committee over 2 days this week. HB 2162-4 covered police
accreditation, HB 2928-3 prohibits chemical use on riots, HB 2929-3 logs
police misconduct reports at the Department of Public Safety and
Standards and Training, HB 2930-1 limits arbitrators, HB 2932-6 keeps a
database on the use of force in the Oregon Criminal Justice Commission,
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and HB 2936-5 gives the Department of Public Safety Standards and
Training (DPSST) the responsibility of background investigations of new
hires.

HB 2928 -3, regulating the use of tear gas and pepper spray by police
against crowds, passed out of committee unanimously and has been
referred to Ways and Means. The Fiscal Impact Statement indicates a
cost of about $1.5 million to the Oregon State Police.

HB 3059-1 covered the unlawful assembly of 5 or more persons. Police
may order to disperse or arrest for any unlawful activity. HB 3175-

2 establishes an online database of disciplinary actions within DPSST. HB
3355-2 covers police or sheriff identification during crowd control. The
bills that involve state agency costs were referred to Ways and Means.
The last bill involved local costs.

The Senate Judiciary Committee has a long list of proposed bills
scheduled for next week, many with amendments that replace the
original bill. This week they passed SB 199 -5 on an advance directive
form, SB 731-1 on tribal police officers, SB 751 -2 on discovery to
defendants, SB 766 on restraining orders to protect victims, SB 778 -2 to
establish Office of Immigrant and Refugee Advancement, and SB 823 -

1 and 2 on notice that firearms may be restricted.

Senate Human Services passed several bills on prohibited discipline in
children’s programs on April 6. SB 710 -5 defined restraint and seclusion
limits in foster care or residential programs along with staff training
requirements in the 34 page bill. Other bills covered mental health
facilities.

Earlier the committee passed SB 563 on a Youth Suicide Intervention and
Prevention Advisory Committee within the Oregon Health Authority,

and SB 682 for an Adult Intervention and Prevention Coordinator in
OHA, which was referred to Ways and Means.
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SB 680 on peer respite treatment and SB 686 on telemedicine visits were
passed on April 8. SB 755 on the BM 110 implementation is still in the
Senate Judiciary.

House Behavioral Health considered HB 3377-3, which was a tax on
alcohol to be used for prevention and treatment. However, the bill was
amended again and passed on April 7.

House Human Services passed HB 2119 -2 which transferred the 211
information system to The Department of Human Services and HB
2754 on services for domestic violence within the DHS Self Sufficiency
program. HB 2544-1 proposed funding for Homeless Youth, which was
passed and referred to Ways and Means. The League proposed a larger
study of needs throughout the state, which was not addressed by the
committee. However, the DHS staff reported that the need for a study
was recognized and is already in process.

Immigration, Refugee, other Rights/Basic Needs
(Claudia Keith)

Priority Bills - League testimony submitted:

SB778 and SB 718 are supported by Communities of Color Coalition

SB 778 -2 Establishes Office of Immigrant and Refugee Advancement to
implement and oversee statewide immigrant and refugee integration
strategy. Directs Governor to appoint director of office. Fiscal

$1.4M , Hearing was 3/30, Work Session 4/6, Passed out of committee
(4-2-1) League Testimony

SB 718 Appropriates moneys from the General Fund to the Department
of Human Services to award grants to refugee resettlement agencies to
provide specified services to refugees. Hearing was 3/30 Work Session
4/8. Passed out of committee 4-1. Fiscal $4.3M, (requires $600Kk for
employment services). League Testimony
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HB 3230 Universal Legal Representation for persons in immigration
matters. A number of coalitions support. (General Fund $15M, Includes
ODO]J Funding) Hearing was 3/30 and Work session 4/13, League

Testimony

Following, no League testimony planned at this time:

HB 3265 The Sanctuary Promise Act. Public hearing 3/25, Work
Session 4 /13 Read the LWVOR and LWVUS 2020

immigration resolution. Supported by a number of coalitions
including ROP_and FairShotForALL

SB 569 A Makes unlawful employment practice for employer to require
employee or prospective employee to possess or present a valid driver's
license as a condition of employment or continuation of employment.
Requires employer to accept other forms of identification that are
deemed acceptable for purposes of federal forms used to verify
identification or employment authorization. Work Session was 3/16
Unanimous vote: 4/7 Senate votes 25-3-2, moves to House.
Recommendation: Do pass with amendments. (Printed A-Eng.) “

HB 2169 Gov Brown: directs Racial Justice Council to study potential
changes to criminal justice system, PH 3 /18 work session cancelled, bill
is now dead.

HB 3041 -1 at the request of Basic Rights Oregon, Attorney General Ellen
Rosenblum, Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor and Industries Val
Hoyle. Removes "gender identity" from the definition of "sexual
orientation” in ORS 174.100 and creates stand-alone definition of
"gender identity"” in ORS 174.100. Hearing 2/10, Work Session

3/30 Unanimous due pass with -1

SB 70 Work session held 2/22, in Joint W&M, Oregon Health Authority:
Defines "regional health equity coalition" and "regional health equity
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coalition model." Requires Oregon Health Authority to work with
regional health equity coalitions and groups utilizing regional health
equity coalition model throughout the state fiscal $2M

SB398 A Hate/Bias Crime - ‘Ban the Noose’, work session was 3/10 with
partisan vote. 3/26 moved with Recommendation ‘do Pass’. 4/1 Senate
vote 27-1. Moved to House.

HB 2508 A work session 3 /25, vote 9 -1, now in House 3rd Reading
Carried Over to Apr 10. Adds Telemedicine to Oregon Health Authority.
Requires Oregon Health Authority to ensure reimbursement of health
services delivered using telemedicine. Modifies requirements for health
benefit plan coverage of telemedicine. “...Improves access in rural
Oregon to Health professionals..., Rep. Prusak, a Board Certified
Registered Nurse and Family Nurse Practitioner, who believe that by
extending parity for telehealth services, the state will “be able to reach,
and extend access, to citizens in rural and urban areas with mobility
issues...”

HB 3010 now in House 3rd Reading Carried Over to Apr 10. Requires
production companies seeking reimbursement under Oregon Production
Investment Fund programs to perform certain actions related to
diversity, equity and inclusion with respect to production for which
reimbursement is sought.

SB 289 Directs office of Governor, in consultation with Racial Justice

Council's Environmental Equity Committee, to study laws related to the
environment and provide results. Passed out of policy committee (4-1).
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